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MAAYKE DE RIDDER, JASON INGRAM 


It’s strange how plants fall in and out of fashion. 
For many years dahlias, despite being beautiful 
and long flowering with a spectacular range of 
colour and form, were considered somewhat naff 
and as a consequence were more often seen in 
cheerfully planted allotments than in smart 
garden borders. The late, great gardener 
Christopher Lloyd, invariably ahead of his time, 
did much to revive the fortunes of the dahlia and 
they are now most assuredly back in vogue. Many of them are rather 


dramatic and can easily dominate a planting scheme so are best planted 
with companions that serve to enhance their boldness, rather than subdue 


or fight it. On page 68, nurserywoman and dahlia expert Helen Lewis offers 
an extraordinarily pretty range of dahlias combined with thoughtfully 
chosen perennials and grasses. Being a plant obsessive, I'm always keen to Add late summer colour with a fiery dahlia combination, page 68. 
learn about plants that look good in a particular month as well as how to 
put them together for best effect. In her monthly series, Derry Watkins, 
who runs Special Plants Nursery near Bath, suggests her personal favourites 
for September and designer Kristy Ramage has created three clever 
combinations that work well in containers. Plant expert Val Bourne looks 
at 26 of the best scented plants to ensure your garden smells as good as it 
looks — now that is a concept that never seems to fall out of fashion. 

I hope you enjoy the issue. 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED is available as a ® aes. " 


EchinaceaTomato Soup’ is one of Derry Watkins’ 
digital edition — search ‘Gardens Illustrated’ selection of the best plants for September, page 20. 
on the App Store, Google Play or Zinio.com 
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Plantsman and head Plantswoman and American plantsman, Kew-trained gardener, Garden designer, 
gardener at Great presenter of BBC planthunter, horticultural author and television plantsman and 
Dixter in East Sussex. Gardeners’ World. writer and lecturer. presenter. columnist. 
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September plants Nursery owner Derry 
Watkins chooses ten of her favourite garden 
plants that really shine in the soft, warm light 
of late summer and autumn 

Pots of style Designer Kristy Ramage creates 
three beautiful yet unusual combinations for 
stylish containers that will flower and look 
stunning into September and beyond 

Plant profile: scented plants Fragrance is so 
evocative and should be an integral part of any 
garden, believes Val Bourne. She suggests a 
selection of plants that will fill the garden with 
heavenly scent throughout the year 

Planting ideas: delightful dahlias Dahlia 
expert Helen Lewis from Ferdinandushof 
nursery in the Netherlands designs three 
striking dahlia displays, with complementary 
perennials, grasses and annuals 
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Serene elegance The classic English garden 
that surrounds Mounts Court Farmhouse in 
Kent is testament to the vision and hard work of 
owner Geraldine Fish over the past 30 years 
Back to nature Garden designer Catherine 
Janson has created a beautifully harmonious 
garden for her family that draws on the new 
perennial movement for inspiration, with dense 
plantings of self-seeding grasses and perennials 
A modern masterpiece This contemporary, 
award-winning private garden by design duo 
Andrew Wilson and Gavin McWilliam blends 
bold planting combinations with architectural 
elements to great effect 

Oasis in the city The Rosendal foundation is a 
pioneering, and thriving, biodynamic garden in 
Stockholm with an educational remit plus a 
renowned bakery and glasshouse café 
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Who’s who Long-standing panellist on 
Gardeners’ Question Time, Bob Flowerdew 
talks passionately about his belief in organic 
gardening and food production 

Branching out Having once been reticent to 
plant trees in his garden, columnist Frank Ronan 
now finds there aren't enough trees to plant 


Design news New projects and events, 
including a new Piet Oudolf garden in Somerset 
Design ideas: bespoke garden features Give 
your garden some individual flair with specially 
commissioned pieces 

Design sourcebook Make light work of planting 
your bulbs this autumn with our choice of nine 
of the best long-handled bulb planters 
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Get kitted out Products for preserving 

Urban gardener Food writer and gardener 
Jojo Tulloh is making the most of her garlic crop 
Gardening talent Gardening partnership Jacky 
Mills and lan Mannall 

Subscription offer Save money when you 
subscribe to the digital edition 

Books New books for gardeners, including 

The English Country House Garden 

Letters Share your thoughts, plus Talking Point 
on why gardening should be an all-year job 
Crossword and how to buy back issues 
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HELEN LEWIS 

Helen is a textile/fashion 
graduate and co-owner of 
Ferdinandushof nursery in the 
Netherlands. She specialises in 
designing herbaceous borders 
with her partner Wilko 
Karmelk. On page 68 she 
plants up some beautiful dahlia 
containers. 
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“Dahlias offer endless creative possibilities. I've designed three 
plant combinations using perennials, annuals and grasses.” 


TIM INGRAM 


Tim is a plantsman, nurseryman 
and writer with an academic 
background and long-term 
fascination with plants and 
gardening, expressed in his Kent 
Diary on the Alpine Garden 
Society website. On page 32 he 
visits Mounts Court in Kent, a 
garden of great style and artistry. 


“Geraldine’s garden is a delight for plant lovers and connoisseurs of 
detail, and is especially beautiful in its early autumn colours.” 


PERNILLA BERGDAHL 


Swedish photographer Pernilla 
started out in front of the camera 
working as a fashion model in 
London. She now works behind 
the camera for international 
garden magazines. On page 

78 she photographs the 
inspiring Rosendal biodynamic 
garden in Stockholm. 


“It was a delight to photograph this garden during the September 
harvest market when the colours were at their peak.” 
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Andrew is now a busy 
photographer, whose images 
regularly appear in magazines 
and books both in this country 
and abroad. You can see his 
pictures of Kristy Ramage’s 
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East Street, Turners Hill, 
West Sussex, RH10 4QQ 4 “It's been wonderful working with Kristy over the past year. Her 


great eye for colour has made my job a real pleasure.” 


containers on page 40. 
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Monty’s passion for gardens and gardening, organic practices and home-grown 
vegetables encompasses a deep respect for rural living and traditional skills. He shares 
his insights into his gardening life at our autumn lecture on 10 October 2014 


THE SPEAKER 

MONTY DON has been a familiar 
gardening figure on our television 
screens for over 20 years, presenting 
|. programmes such as Gardeners’ World 
“and Around the World in 80 Gardens. 


Autumn is a time to take stock of the garden — to consider your growing successes and take 
on board inspiration for the next year. Join us at the first of our GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 
autumn lectures, held at the Royal Geographical Society in London, with our guest 
speaker Monty Don who will talk about his life in gardening, his passion for growing 

and his Herefordshire garden. 

Over his long career as a writer and presenter we’ve shared Monty’s gardening highs 
and lows, most recently from his garden at Longmeadow, familiar to viewers of Gardeners’ 
World, from where the programme has been filmed for the past three years. We’ve followed 
him around the world looking at gardens from a range of gardening cultures, and 
witnessed his dedication to promoting the skills of rural craftsmen. Throughout his career 
he’s asked audiences to re-evaluate their relationship with the countryside. His talk 
promises to be entertaining, informative and thought provoking. 


DATE 
Friday 10 October 2014 


HELD AT 
Royal Geographical Society, 
1 Kensington Gore, South 
Kensington, London SW7 2AR 


PROGRAMME 
6.30pm Doors open 
(cash bar available) 

7.30pm Lecture starts 
9pm Doors close 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED reserves the right to replace the speaker with another speaker of equal stature in the unlikely event that the original speaker is unable to attend. 
Tickets must be booked in advance and are non-refundable. A transaction fee will be applied to each booking. Please let us know when booking of any special access 
requirements. Driving to the lecture is not advised. Nearest London Underground station is South Kensington. 


Quality Garden Tours 
The Brightwater Collection 


No-one has a wider selection of well-paced, 
well-planned, quality garden tours than Brightwater 
Holidays. In our new portfolio we have a wonderful 

range of escorted tours to the best gardens 

throughout the gardening world. 


Famous and grand gardens mix with small and private 

gardens in all regions of the UK; from private gardens 

in Shetland to hidden gardens in Cornwall, and most 
points in between. 


In continental Europe we visit Holland's magnificent 
spring bulbfields; Monet's Garden, Menton and the 
Loire Valley in France, alongside classic Italian 
gardens like Ninfa and the famous Alhambra Palace 
and Generalife Gardens in Andalucia. 


Further afield we offer exotic holidays of a lifetime to 
colourful lands such as India, Japan, South Africa, 
Ecuador, Yunnan Province and Costa Rica. 


Order your copy of our new 2015 brochure today. 
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info@brightwaterholidays.com 
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Above Pembrokeshire Butterfly Box by Tracey Bush is made up of 
handcut butterflies created out of antique maps of Pembrokeshire. 

Top right Cup and Jug by Jennifer Collier, gives fresh life to paper with a floral design. 
Bottom right Japanese artist Eiko Yoshida uses waste paper to create plants and fruits. 


EXHIBITION 


The Garden Show 


Flow Gallery, based in Notting 
Hill in London, is enjoying a 
summer sabbatical at the 
Pembrokeshire garden of 
Dyffryn Fernant with The 
Garden Show. The exhibition 
showcases art works reflecting 
a love of nature and gardens, 
and have all been created using 
paper. You'll find the exhibition, 
featuring work by artists Tracey 
Bush, Jennifer Collier and Eiko 
Yoshida, in Dyffryn Fernant’s 
new library, which is open to 
visitors as part of their visit 

to this vibrant garden. 

The Garden Show until 

30 September, 12-6pm, 
Wednesday — Sunday. Dyffryn 
Fernant, Llanychaer, Fishguard, 
Pembrokeshire SA65 9SP. 

Tel 01348 811282, 
dyffrynfernant.co.uk 
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Rich in natural ingredients from both the sea and land, 
Guernsey, and its food, has a unique flavour. AN 


Whether it’s enjoying fish and chips whilst watching the 
stunning sunsets, al fresco dining at a Parisienne-style café, 
or fine dining, Guernsey is ready to serve. Throughout the © 
year, the calendar is packed full of food events and festivals, 
from the legendary Tennerfest in autumn to Seafront Sundays, 
where renowned chefs prepare seafood dishes just a stones 
throw away from the sea. 


For more information go to: 
visitguernsey.com/dining 


Travel: Sfay: ——_ 
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W: AURIGNY.COM ei ae Self Catering E alarm sher- abe _—_—- ; 
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Ranked the world’s top T; +44 (0) 1481 237491 
short-haul airline by W: SELFCATERING.CO.G6 
readers of Which? Self-Catering cottages and 
Magazine. Fly London apartments, a great base 


Gatwick, London to explore the Island and 
Stansted, Manchester, GUERNSEY 


enjoy local food or to cook 
East Midlands or Bristol. aurigny locally bought produce. et Sef Catering 


© @VISITGUERNSEY eo FACEBOOK.COM/VISITGUERNSEY 
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Redlecover what life's about 


Diue & Stay: 


La Collinette Hotel 

APARTMENTS & COTTAGES 

T; +44 (0) 1481 710331 

W: LACOLLINETTE.COM 

Civilised hospitality — 

a short walk thru’ Candie 

Gardens to the seafront 

& shops. ‘The Warmest Se 


of Welcomes Awaits You!’ La Collinette Hotel 
Apartments & Cottages 
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dig in news 


Wi CENTENARY CAMPAIGN / 
rees of memory; | 


Woods will be a living legacy to those who lost their 
lives in battle, with a total of 1,000 acres of new 
woodland Created across the four sites. Areas will * 
also be set aside for wildflowers so that a patchwork 

of anes dows. and woodlands will provide area jet 


STIHL- 


See the full range of tools at quietmark.com/category/product-brands/stihl 


Fresh from the fells NEW BORDERS 


Cumbrian compost producer Dalefoot Nowis a good time to visit Newby Hall in 
North Yorkshire to see the revamp of the 


130-metre-long double herbaceous border 
(the longest in Europe). Comparing-the 
compost uses the fleece from the hardy new beds, planted back in unr with thes 


Herdwick breed of hill sheep that is usually 
considered too low-grade for hill farmers 
to sell. Used in the compost, it allows for 


has added two new peat-free composts 
to its range. Double Strength Wool 


techniques and good se partners>~ i ia 


, : wt s , 
Tuesday to:Sunday until 28 September." > 
good water retention and a slow release of Tel'0845 450-4068, newbyhall.com 2) 


nitrogen. Dalefoot has also launched, its 


Ericaceous Wool Potting Compost that 
combines sheep's wool with the naturally 
acidic qualities of bracken growing on the 
Lakeland fells. £10.99 for a 30-litre bag. 
dalefootcomposts.co.uk 
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dig in news 


Autumn planting plan 


From a paddock in Cornwall, otherwise known as the Higgledy 
Garden, Benjamin Ranyard grows traditional cutting flowers, which 
he sells locally. He also offers lots of advice on growing your own 
cut flowers, and sells a great range of seeds via his website. As now 
is the perfect time to sow hardy annuals to give plants a head start 
on their spring-sown siblings, why not try the Higgledy Garden 
‘Seeds to Sow in Autumn’ collection? Twelve packets of seeds 
including Ammi majus, corncockle, larkspur, buplerum, scabious, 
eschscholzia and other favourites for £18.72 (a 20 per cent saving 
on packets bought individually) higgledygarden.com 


a gardener's 


diary 


fabrianoboutique.com 


Gardening skills 


Woburn Abbey is running a new Series of study days to help fine tune 
your gardening skills. The four days, held weekly from 17 September 
to 15 October, cover Planning Your Garden, Planting Your Garden, 
Pruning and Propagating, Composting, and Trees and Shrubs. Each 
session will be taught by expert gardeners with practical tasks taking 
place in the gardens. Book an individual session or the whole series, 
£45 each. Tel 01525 290333, woburnabbey.co.uk/events/gardening 
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Diary 


Informal late-summer show with more than 60 nursery and 
trade stands, floral displays and expert advice, plus the National 
Dahlia Society Annual Show. 2-7 September, 9am-6pm (5pm 
Sunday). Normal entry applies. RHS Garden Wisley, Woking, 
Surrey GU23 6QB. Tel 0845 260 9000, rhs.org.uk 


Taking place on the four Sundays in September, the Dahlia 
Fiesta celebrates all things dahlia, with workshops, talks and 
competitions as part of the events. 7,14, 21,28 September, 
llam-5pm, £7.50. Kelmarsh Hall, Kelmarsh, Northampton 
NN6 OLY. Tel 01604 686543, kelmarsh.com 


Specialist plant fair hosted by Plant Heritage. 7 September 
10am-4pm, £3. Leicester University Botanic Garden 
entrance via Glebe Road, Oaby, Leicester LE2 2LD. Tel 0116 
271 2933, www2.le.ac.uk/institution/botanic-gardens 


Learn new flower arranging skills in two themed workshops 
hosted by Gravetye’s head florist, both held in the 
oak-framed gazebo. 9 September (Last of the Summer 
Flowers); 22 September (The Harvest Basket). 9.30am-1.30pm, 
£50. Book on 01342 810567, gravetyemanor.co.uk 


Selection of pots and bulbs for sale and lots of inspiration 
and advice, all focused around pots and containers. 

5-14 September, 1Oam-5pm. Whichford Pottery, Whichford, 
nr Shipston-on-Stour, Warwickshire CV36 5PG. 

Tel 01608 684416, whichfordpottery.com 


Popular show with garden displays, plant sales, giant veg 
competition and marquee dedicated to all thing orchard. 
12-14 September, 9.30am-5.30pm (4.30 Sunday). Tickets 
from £12. Great Yorkshire Showground, Harrogate, North 
Yorkshire HG2 8NZ. Tel 01423 546157, flowershow.org.uk 


Guidance on the jobs that need to be carried out before the 
cold weather kicks in. 25 September, 1Oam-12.30pm. £32. 
Barnsdale Gardens, The Avenue, Exton, Oakham, Rutland 
LE15 8AH. Tel 01572 813200, barnsdalegardens.co.uk 


CREATE STUNNING BASKETS SEASON 
AFTER SEASON WITH BLACKSMITH 


Hand forged from wrought iron, our range 
of baskets are beautifully styled and made 
to last for years to come. 


Discover the full Blacksmith range at 
your local garden centre 


www.blacksmithbaskets.co.uk 
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Harrod 


HORTICULTURAL 


DESIGN & MANUFACTURE SINCE 1954 


Call 0845 402 5300 
Visit www.harrodhorticultural.com 


10% OFF QUOTE TFPAGL3 


Garden Antiques 


www.jsgardens.co.uk 
01905 381679 * 07930 576881 


CARRIER COMPANY 


norfolk england 


WV 
IK 
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Rural Workwear & Accessories. 
Handmade in Norfolk, England. 


www.carriercompany.co.uk 
+44 (0)1328>820699 
Church Farm House, Wighton, Norfolk; NR23-1AL, UK 


dig in shopping 


Get hitted out 


for harvesting and preserving 
COMPILED BY NIKI GOSS 


- Women’s V-neck smock, 
ARS grape snips, £16, £48, 01328 820699, 
0345 474 1041, niwaki.com carriercompany.co.uk 


Thomas Smith’s Humbug trug, 
£85, 020 7148 3190, 


thenewcraftsmen.com Rinse bowl and colander, 


£10, 0844 414 2885, 
aplaceforeverything.co.uk 


Anti-bramble 
gauntlets, £30, 
01746 766563, 
bradleysthe 
tannery.co.uk 


— 4 =— |, River Cottage Handbooks 
JZ B i A Cc K B E R R (Hardback), £14.99 each, 
bloomsbury.com 

Herb drying rack, Blackberry Time by Irene Fawkes (1923) River Cottage Handbook No.2 
£29.95, 01963 363809, Vintage Poster Print, from £9.95 for A4 print, ‘ ; See 
nether Wallopiradingcom 0800 952 0089, Itmuseumshop.co.uk Ruircn Goran bhendbuce Dies 


2} 


o~ — 
/ Re 
° “ee 
& 2 "Y. Opinel mushroom knife, 
SS £21.99, 01502 675007, 
4a ukoutdoorstore.co.uk see overleaf for more products > 


17 


dig in shopping 


Get hitted out —_ 


for harvesting and preserving 


Preserving apron, 
£18, 08456 049049, 
johnlewis.com 


Thermospatula, £14.99, 4 
01539 488100, lakeland.co.uk SL 


“ 
te, 
2, 
‘Sa. 


Cotton straining bag, 
£17.50, 0330 333 0351, 
divertimenti.co.uk 


_ bi 
‘ Kilner jam jar tongs, < 
‘ £3.45, 0845 402 5300, a os 
. harrodhorticultural.com yd 


Preserving spoon, 
£4, 0845 608 4448, 
gardentrading.co.uk 


Cpa va an 


Steel funnel with filter, Py as 


£6, 0845 608 4448, 
| 24 Chalkboard E 


gardentrading.co.uk 
jar labels, £3.79, 


01539 488100, 
lakeland.co.uk 


12-litre fruit press, 
£250, 01404 892101, 
vigopresses.co.uk 


Porcelain spoon rest, 
£8.75, 01326 311388, 
willowandstone.co.uk 


oe 


Kilner enamel jam pan, £34.99, 
0345 165 6565, dunelm-mill.com 


Half-litre Weck Deco 


and Juice jars, 
from €6.99 for six, 
weckonline.com 


6-21 September 2014 


CELEBRITY 
CHEFS tients 


A fortnight of foodie treats with some 
very special guests. Each day features 
demonstrations, Q&As and book 
signings from visiting celebrities. 


inf 


The only Royal 


aluminium $40288 | Horticultural 
greenhouses * | Society 
endorsed by 
the RHS 


A New Generation of Greenhouses 


conten ..and much more throughout the festival! 


eden project 


22-28 September 


[_ FESTIVAL 


Discover more about the African 
super fruit that’s 6 times richer 
in vitamin C than oranges. See it 
growing in the Rainforest Biome 
and find out about our work 
with PhytoTrade Africa. 


29 September - 5 October 


BEER, WINE & CIDER WEEK 


This week we'll be focusing on 

all forms of tipples, from wine, 
beer and cider to other spirits 
with demos, talks, tastings and 
hands-on activities. Plus don’t 
miss our Beer Festival on Saturday 
4 October, in association with our 
friends at St Austell Brewery. 


FABULOUS FUNGI WEEK 


Celebrating the marvellous 
mushroom in all its forms from the 
everyday to the more unique. We'll 
be talking about wild foraging & 
identification and demonstrating 
the best ways to cook and serve. 


@ JULIANA’ 


Eden Halls Greenhouses Ltd | Cheltenham UK | T: 0800 772 0175 | www.julianagreenhouses.co.uk 


Echinacea ‘Tomato Soup 
In general, echinaceas don’t likeme: They come 


from the American Midwest where winters are far 
colder, so the problem can’t be hardiness. Perhaps 
the problem is that slugs like them so much? Or 
maybe the other plantsim my garden crowd them 
out? They like plenty of air and light, especially, 
when young. Of all the fancy coloured modern 
hybrid echinaceas, ‘Tomato Soup’ seems to be the 
only one I can keep in my garden. The flowers)» 
which open with an orange tint then mature to 

a bold, deep red, are like brilliant giant daisies, 
brighteningithe garden in August and September. 


Height 75cm. 

Growing conditions Sun and good drainage. 
Hardiness USDA 4a-9b'. 

Origin Bred by Terra Nova in the US. 

Season of interest July — September. 


Derry Watkins is the 
owner of Special Plants 
nursery near Bath. 
specialplants.net 


Selinum wallichianum 

A mound of finely cut, bright green 
foliage sits quietly in the garden waiting 
for August when the purple-flushed 
stems begin to grow. The stems elongate 
and branch gracefully. By September, 
the swan-necked buds are beginning 

to open into flat platters of white cow 
parsley-like flowers. This is a stately 
and refined umbel that will lend 
authority and a sense of calm to any 
garden. EA Bowles called it ‘the queen 
of umbellifers. High praise indeed. Like 
all umbels, it is a Mecca for insects. 


Height 1.5m. 

Growing conditions Sun or part shade and 
good, deep soil. 

Hardiness USDA 6b-10b. 

Origin Himalayas. 

Season of interest August — September. 


_ September plants 


With low evening light, late summer is a wonderful season in the garden. 
Derry chooses some of her favourite plants that really shine at this time 


WORDS DERRY WATKINS PHOTOGRAPHS JASON INGRAM 


Daphne tangutica 

A low-growing, evergreen daphne that 
blooms in spring then pauses and, just as 
the berries from the first flowers begin to 
turn red, starts to bloom again — so from 
July through to September you get pink 
and white flowers together with bright red 
berries. The flowers are fragrant in the 
day, intensifying as evening approaches. 
Plants are slow to get started but after 
three or four years they flex their muscles 
and begin to grow. They resent pruning, 
so site them carefully; I killed my first one 
by cutting it back. AGM*. 


Height 1.5m. 

Growing conditions Sun or light shade, 
good soil. 

Hardiness RHS H5. 

Origin China. 

Season of interest May — October. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. ‘Hardiness ratings given where available. 


dig in plantsman’s favourites 


Dahlia merckil ‘Alba’ 

Dahlia merckii is a hardy dahlia with small 
lavender flowers on long stems. Graceful 
and demure, it is easier to use in the 
garden than most dahlias. I leave the 
tubers in and have never lost it in 15 years. 
About ten years ago I bought a white 
form, which I think was bred by Nori and 
Sandra Pope at Hadspen. The pure white 
petals are narrow and slightly flared back, 
giving the flowers a more star-like look. 
The plants are less vigorous but appear to 
be equally hardy, and the ethereal white 
stars on their long stems are enchanting. 


Height 1.2m. 

Growing conditions Sun or light shade, 
and good drainage. 

Hardiness USDA 7b-9b. 

Origin Mexico. 

Season of interest July — September. 
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Caryopteris x clandonensis 
‘Dark Knight’ 

A compact, tidy-growing caryopteris 
with the deepest blue flowers of any. The 
aromatic grey leaves set off the fragrant 


blue-purple flowers to perfection. It is a 
small, hardy shrub if given sun and good 
drainage. Cut the stems hard back in 
spring to keep the plants bushy and 
compact. After a hard winter it may die 
back to the roots, but it will usually grow 
back and flower again the same year 
unless the roots get too wet. A favourite 
with bees and butterflies at a time when 
few other shrubs are in bloom. 


Height 60cm. 

Growing conditions Sun and drainage. 
Hardiness USDA 5a-9b. 

Origin Hybrid. 

Season of interest August — September. 


Dahlia ‘Ragged Robin’ 

A very small un-dahlia-like dahlia, which 
acts more like a herbaceous perennial. It 
is surprisingly hardy. I leave the tubers in 
the ground but try to remember to give 
them a few slug pellets in May so they 
can get up and away from the slugs. They 
have attractive, finely-cut leaves, often 
red-veined, with dark red stems, but it is 
the dainty, semi-double flowers with 
their twisted, deep-ruby red petals that 
captivate me. ‘Ragged Robin’ was a 
seedling of Dahlia ‘Bishop of Llandaff’, 
selected by Avon Bulbs. 


Height 70cm. 

Growing conditions Sun, good soil, 
mulch in winter. 

Hardiness USDA 8a-10b. 

Origin Seedling at Avon Bulbs. 
Season of interest July — October. 


a 


Places 
to visit 


Derry shares some of her 
favourite places to see 


plants at their best. 
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Marchants Hardy Plants 
is an immaculate nursery 
full of interesting plants, 
most of which can be seen 
growing in the adjacent 
garden where the curving 
paths and flowing lines of 
the plants echo the gentle 


curves of the South Downs. 


Specialising in grasses and 
late summer perennials, it 
is a joy to visit. The nursery 
is open 9.30am-5.30pm, 
Wednesday — Saturday 


ROSE BAILEY / ALAMY 


Marchants Hardy Plants; me Sree 


Pennisetum alopecuroides 
‘Black Beauty’ 

All through June and July the grassy clump 
of this fountain grass gets bigger and bigger, 
flowing outwards like a bubbling fountain 
(hence its common name). Just as you are 
getting fed up with all that green, masses of 
dark, silky flower heads like bottlebrushes 
begin to emerge. Through September nearly 
black, fluffy squirrel tails wave above the 
leaves. They eventually age to brown, but 
continue to look handsome until Christmas. 
Vigorous plants, they soon bulk up and are 


best divided every three or four years. 


Height 1m. 

Growing conditions Sun, good soil, 

not too dry. 

Hardiness USDA 5a-10b. 

Origin East Asia. 

Season of interest September — October. 


mid-March to mid-October, 
the garden the same from 
early May to mid-October. 
2 Marchants Cottages, 
Mill Lane, Laughton, 
East Sussex BN8 6AJ. 
Tel 01323 811737, 
marchantshardy 
plants.co.uk 

Great Dixter is the late 
Christopher Lloyd's garden, 
built around a Tudor house 
converted and extended by 
Edwin Lutyens for Lloyd's 


Hakonechloa macra Aureola’ 
The golden leaves, subtly variegated with 
lime green, flow outwards from the centre, 
cascading down in every direction, 
softening any hard edges and looking 
wonderful with stone. Slow-growing, it is 
one of the best grasses for a pot, just getting 
better and better year on year. Or it can be 
planted en masse, making an undulating 
carpet. In midsummer fine, feathery flowers 
add a haze of russet. The papery leaves 
whisper in the wind, reminding one of a 
small bamboo, and in autumn they flush 
with tints of purple. AGM. 


Height 40cm. 

Growing conditions Shade, or sun if 
soil is moist. 

Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 5a-9b. 
Origin Honshu Island Japan. 

Season of interest May — November. 


Impatiens bicaudata 

Plants that bloom with brilliant colour 
in shade in summer are few and far 
between. Impatiens bicaudata is one of 
them. It is a tender perennial, but a few 
stems rooted in a glass of water in 
September will give you young plants to 
overwinter and plant out next spring. It 
is vigorous, growing to a metre high if 
allowed, and nearly as wide, supported 
on a thick succulent stem. The exotic, 
hooded, red-orange flowers have a yellow 
throat and an adorable tightly curled 
yellow tail beneath. 


Height 1m. 

Growing conditions Light shade, good soil, 
not too dry. 

Hardiness USDA 10a-11. 

Origin Madagascar. 

Season of interest May — October. 


father. Fabulous at any time 
of the year, but magnificent 
in late summer. It is ever 
changing, demonstrating 
that gardening is really a 
form of creative play. 
Though Christopher is sadly 
missed, the garden hasn't 
missed a beat; head 
gardener Fergus Garrett 
carries on developing it with 
the same joy and energy. 
Open 1lam-5pm, Tuesday — 
Sunday and Bank Holiday 


Mondays, April to October. 
Northiam, Rye, East Sussex 
TN31 6PH. Tel 01797 
252878, greatdixter.co.uk 
East Ruston Old 
Vicarage is a truly 
extraordinary garden close 
to the sea, so it hardly ever 
freezes. Enormous amounts 
of love, effort and money 
have been expended on this 
garden, which just keeps 
growing. Fabulous planting, 


sculptures, vistas, fountains, 


REX RICHARDSON / ALAMY 


dig in plantsman’s favourites 


Amicia zygomeris 

An unusual perennial, Amicia zygomeris 
dies back to the ground in winter, then 
grows up to around 2m every summer. 
The tip of every sturdy stem and the base 
of every leaf is covered in a pair of fat 
purple bracts like a flower. Each leaf is 
divided into two pairs of round leaflets, 
which fold down neatly at night — 
altogether a weird design. Then in 
October the real flowers emerge and, 
horror of horrors, they are bright yellow 
pea flowers, which I could happily live 
without. A plant as strange as its name. 


Height 2m. 

Growing conditions Sun, good soil, mulch 
in winter. 

Hardiness USDA 7b-9b. 

Origin Mexico. 

Season of interest July —- November. 


wildflower meadows and, my 
favourite, the Desert Wash 
garden, a bit of Mexico in 
Norfolk. It’s so varied there 
is something to love — and 
hate — for everyone. Open 
1-5.30pm, Wednesday — 
Sunday and Bank Holiday 
Mondays, April to October. 
East Ruston Old Vicarage, 
East Ruston, Norwich, 
Norfolk NR12 9HN. 

Tel 01692 650432, e-ruston- 
oldvicaragegardens.co.uk 
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DAVID AUSTIN® 


FRAGRANT ENGLISH ROSES 


Bre Austin's English Roses 
combine the delicate 
charm and wonderful fragrances 
of the old roses with the wider 
colour range and repeat- 
flowering nature of modern 
roses. Their graceful, shrubby 
habits make them ideal for 
mixed flower beds as well as 
rose borders. To create a full, 
bushy shrub, plant three or 
more of the same variety. 


|. LADY OF SHALOTT (Ausnyson) Glorious, chalice- 
shaped, salmon-pink blooms with golden yellow on 


the reverse 


of the petals. Lovely spicy tea fragrance. 


Forms a bushy, free-flowering shrub. 4/2 x 3/ft. 


2.MUNSTEAD WOOD (Ausbernard) Sumptuous, 
deep velvety crimson blooms. Strong old rose 


fragrance with fruity notes of blackberry, blueberry 
and damson.A bushy and healthy shrub. 3 x 2/ft. 


3. TRANQUILLITY (Ausnoble) Perfectly formed, pure 


white rosettes, with a light apple fragrance. Almost 
thornless with vigorous, upright growth. Very healthy 
and free-flowering. 4 x 3ft. 


4.A SHROPSHIRE LAD (Ausled) Soft, peachy pink 


superb clim 


5.GERTRUD 
rosettes wi 


reliable and 


rosettes. Strong, wonderfully fruity tea rose 
fragrance. Few thorns. 5 x 4ft or can be trained as a 


ber of 8ft or more. 


E JEKYLL (Ausbord) Glorious, rich pink 


h old rose character and charm. Strong 


and perfectly balanced old rose fragrance. Very 


healthy. 4 x 3/ft or 6-8ft as a climber 


6.GOLDEN CELEBRATION (Ausgold) Giant, cupped 
blooms of rich golden yellow. Strong tea scent with 
delicious hints of Sauternes wine and strawberry. 
Forms a healthy, well-rounded shrub. 4 x 4ft. 


FREE ROSE OFFER: 

For every three roses you purchase 
choose one free from those 
illustrated. All roses are £16.50 each 
or to make extra savings, £44.85 for 
three of the same variety. Quote 
GT23 to receive your free rose. 


HOW TO ORDER 


ONLINE: 
www.davidaustinroses.com 


CALL: 
01902 376300 


POST: 

Send a cheque to the address 
below with your name, address 
and order. 


POSTAGE CHARGE OF £5.95 APPLIES TO UK 
MAINLAND. FOR OTHER AREAS PLEASE CONTACT 
US. PAYMENT WITH ORDER. ROSES WILL BE 
DESPATCHED AS BARE ROOTS FROM NOVEMBER 
2014 WITH FULL PLANTING INSTRUCTIONS. THIS 
OFFER APPLIES TO MAIL ORDERS ONLY. 


David Austin Roses Ltd (GT23), Bowling Green Lane, Albrighton, Wolverhampton WV7 3HB. 


urban gardener 


Glorious garlic 


At atime of year when Jojo's urban plot is starting to look a little 
worse for wear, planting garlic offers her the promise of welcome green 
shoots for winter and pungent flavour for a host of dishes 


WORDS JOJO TULLOH ILLUSTRATIONS SARAH YOUNG 


Reality bites hard in September. Long 
forgotten is the garden you imagined 
while sowing seeds; the one with neat 
rows of lettuces, carrots and beets, 
pumpkin patches dotted with swollen 
gourds and bean teepees dripping with 
pods. This is the real thing: crops 
decimated by rampant slug and snail 
damage, mildewed tomatoes, bolted 
greens and out-of-control weeds. It’s 
easy to feel despondent, especially if time 
away from home and bad weather have 
combined to defeat your best intentions. 


Before you write this year off, clear some 
space and order some onion sets and garlic 
for growing. Both onions and garlic can be 
planted in autumn; garlic in particular 
needs a prolonged period of cold weather 
(at least a month at 10°C). 

I could probably grow a year’s supply 
of garlic but there wouldn’t be much room 
left on my 150-square metre allotment 
for anything else. I use garlic almost every 
day in my kitchen: a bulb crushed and 
simmered in olive oil rounds out the 
flavours of a simple tinned tomato sauce 


for pasta; ground to a paste with ginger it is 
the base for many Indian recipes; and is 
delicious roasted whole alongside a chicken. 
I have to buy it but I also love to grow 
it. Why? Mainly because it is encouraging 
to have something in the ground over 
winter. Individual cloves, planted with 
the tips just below the surface 15cm apart, 
in rows 23cm apart, in late October or 
early November, will show their first 
green shoots in mid winter at a time 
when little else is growing. Not only 
that but the garlic bulbs are beautiful [> 
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urban gardener 


“When you grow your own garlic you can 
harvest it and use it at every stage of its 
growth, from the first green shoots snipped to 
add zest to winter soups, tarts and risottos” 


> to behold. Rub off the papery white 
skins to reveal cloves streaked with a 
variety of colours from pure white to 
white striped with pale pink, to very 
dark pink and purple. Garlic is divided 
into soft- and hard-neck varieties. Most 
of what you buy in the shops will be 
soft-neck (the top will be soft and 
papery) but many consider that hard- 
neck varieties (which make a flowering 
spike) have a stronger, more truly 
garlicky flavour. For a bigger bulb, cut 
the flowering head when it emerges. 

Plus, when you grow your own crop 
you can harvest it and use it at every 
stage of its growth, from the first green 
shoots snipped to add zest to winter 
soups, tarts and risottos, to green or 
‘wet’ garlic harvested first as a green 
stem, with a white bulbous root 
streaked with colour around the size 
of a slim baby leek in spring. ‘Green’ 
it has an aromatic, mild flavour and 
can be used in soufflés, soups and 
sauces; take two or three bulbs and 
stuff them whole inside a roast chicken 
to add a delicate, long flavour (later, 
whole fat bulbs can be baked). 

One of the nicest ways to eat green 
garlic is with baby globe artichokes, 
which on my plot are ready at about 
the same time. Cook them alla 
Romana, the heads peeled and 
trimmed and braised upside down in 
lemon juice, olive oil and water with 
chopped green garlic and mint packed 
in around them, the lid is taken off for 
the final few minutes resulting in crisp 
golden caramelised bottoms. Delicious. 

In general, garlic is a relatively 
problem-free crop — just keep them 
weed-free, run a hoe down the row 
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now and again and give them a bit of 
wood ash and bone meal in March. 
Make sure you harvest your garlic 
before the bulbs start to split, start 
checking a month or so before harvest 
time by digging one up now and again 
(don’t be tempted to pull them like 
onions as the bulb usually snaps off 
and stays underground). 

To guarantee cloves that are free 
from virus it’s best to source your garlic 
bulbs from a seed merchant rather than 
the supermarket. For many years I have 
bought my seed garlic from Jennifer 
Birch, who has a gift for description 
that is worthy of a tulip merchant. I 
have grown ‘Germidour’ (‘rich purple 
head with ivory clove skins’), ‘Cristo’ 
(‘white head with pale red clove skins’), 
‘Arno’ (‘white head with pink cloves’) 
and the Spanish garlic “Moraluz’ (‘very 
red clove skins’). Each listing ends with 
the invocation ‘string or plait. 

‘Germidour’ a traditional, early 
cultivar, was highly successful and 
ready in June, freeing up the plot for 
other crops. That said, having seen 
them in the ground at Sutton 
Community Farm, I’m now tempted 
by ‘Iberian Wight; ‘Carcassonne Wight, 
and ‘Lautrec Wight. 


Where to buy seed garlic 

¢ Jennifer Birch 

Send an sae to the address below for a list 
of varieties: Garfield Villa, Belle Vue Road, 
Stroud, Gloucestershire GL5 IP. 

Tel 01453 750371 

* The Isle of Wight Garlic Farm 

Tel 01983 868732, thegarlicfarm.co.uk 

* Tuckers Seeds 

Tel 01364 652233, tuckers-seeds.com 


What to do with garlic 


Garlic becomes harsher the longer it is stored 


so recipes that call for a lot of raw garlic are 
best attempted when the crop is fresher, in 
the summer months. 


Green garlic also makes a good sloppy soup 
of chopped fried chorizo and braised 
artichoke hearts and peas, topped off with 
a poached egg and served with toasted 
bread rubbed with garlic and olive oil. 


Garlic lovers should try Ajo blanco, a cold soup 
from Andalucia in which garlic, bread, blanched 
almonds and either grapes or apples are blended 
with oil and sherry vinegar then chilled. It sounds 
weird but tastes wonderful. 


For a simple garlic vinaigrette first infuse a 
good-quality, red wine vinegar with a peeled and 
smashed clove of garlic, for an hour. Then remove 
the clove and whisk with double the amount of 
olive oil until you have a creamy emulsion. 


Morito (Ebury Press, £25), the latest book from 
Samuel and Samantha Clark, has the perfect dish 
for anyone with a glut of green tomatoes. Peel 

A cloves of garlic cut into matchsticks and fry in 
100ml of oil until golden. Separately fry some 
green tomatoes and dress them with a vinaigrette 
seasoned with cumin and sugar and sumac, and 
serve the tomatoes scattered with mint leaves 
and the crisp garlic. 


To really show off your garlic crop, tightly pack 

as many whole garlic bulbs as you can into an 
earthenware dish, push in a few sprigs of thyme 
and add alittle oil, water and salt. Cover with foil 
and roast for 30-45 minutes in a medium oven, 
taking off the foil to brown. Squeeze the pulp on to 
sourdough bread and eat with some curd cheese. 


[TTALIAN GARDEN HOLIDAYS 


Small group tours with guided visits of Italian gardens 


Maximum 14 people per holiday 
Prices from £1990 per person 


ENVIRONS OF ROME 

Visits to: Giardino di Ninfa, Villa d’Este, 
Castello Ruspoli, Bomarzo, Villa Lante, 
2014: 3 Sept 

2015: 6 May, 20 May 


TUSCANY 

Visits to: Poggio Torselli, Villa Geggiano, 
Villa Grabau, Villa Oliva, Parco di Villa Reale 
2015: 31 May 


LAKES COMO AND MAGGIORE 
Visits to: Villa Babbianello, Villa Carlotta, 
Villa Monastero, Isola Bella, Isola Madre 
2015: 12 May 


AMALFI COAST, CAPRI AND ISCHIA 


Visits to: La Mortella, Caserta, Villa Rufolo 
2015: 30 April and 4 June 
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e@ Travel by luxury small 
coach 


e@ Local guides and guided 
garden visits included 


e Extensions to each tour 
and can be arranged for 
individuals 


@ Stay at 4 and 5 star 
hotels, two per tour, 3 
nights in each 


e British Airways flights 
included 


SPEAK TO OUR EXPERTS 


01752 878075 


THE ART OF INTELLIGENT 
TRAVEL ORGANISING 
FOUNDED 1989 


Wivucexen Oma W Tel: 01264 730 801 
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SAVE 


To £2,900 


PER 
COUPLE 


ON 2015 RIVER CRUISES 


2015 river cruises 


WAS SAVE NOW 
(from pp) (per person) (from pp) 


Bordeaux - Bordeaux 


| 1-day Bordeaux River Cruise 


8745 «£1,250 £2,495 


13-day Splendours of 


Nuremberg - Budapest 


Southern France BAS £1,000 £2,745 
Chalon-sur-Sa6ne - Tarascon 

15-day Jewels of Europe 63-245 £750 £2,495 
Amsterdam - Budapest 

8-day Gems of the Danube 62-645 £750 £1,895 


Ultra-all-inclusive luxury river cruises 
only on a multi-award winning rwer cruise with Scenic Tours 


Scenic Tours takes ‘all-inclusive’ to a whole new level by being the only river cruise operator to truly include everything in the price 
of your holiday. Your flights; accommodation; all meals and drinks; all excursions and experiences; and even the WiFi on-board 
are included in the price. Not to mention all port charges, transfers, airport taxes and tipping, saving you up to £850 per couple 


throughout your cruise. 
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luxurious shops 


On our ships, you'll enjoy a 
level of luxury you wouldn't 
expect to find on a river cruise. 
As you step into your suite 
you'll be impressed with how 
spacious it is - a feeling that's 
further enhanced by your private 
outdoor balcony. And with your 
personal selection of L'Occitane 
toiletries, special Scenic slumber 
beds, Samsung HDTV and Mac 
mini, you'll see that our ships 

are designed with your comfort 
in mind. 


every drink 

All drinks are complimentary 
including locally produced and 
international wines, beers, 
spirits, and speciality teas and 
coffees to enjoy with lunch and 
dinner - or at any time from the 
bar. You'll also find bottled water 
and a complimentary mini-bar 
in your cabin, both of which are 
restocked daily. Plus, if you'd like 


a cocktail or glass of wine on 


your balcony, your butler can 
deliver drinks to your cabin. 


all meals 


Fantastic cuisine is an important 
part of the Scenic Tours 
experience. Every day you're 
presented with the delicious 
dilemma of up to five superb 
on-board dining venues, 

where all meals are included. 
These range from the relaxed 
atmosphere of the River Café 
and al-fresco dining on the 
Riverview Terrace, to the elegant 
Portobello Restaurant and Table 
la Rive with its special tasting 
menu with paired wines. 


For your brochure and DVD or to book, call free on 


FAVOURITE 
RIVER CRUISE LINE 
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0808 102 1178 orvisit www.scenictours.co.uk 


Leaving you to sit back and relax as you travel through Europe's stunning scenery. 


convenient travel 


Our aim is to make your holiday 
with us as easy and enjoyable as 
possible. Firstly, you can choose 
from up to |5 regional airports 
to fly from — and no matter 
which you choose, your flights 
are included in the price. Or 

if you'd prefer not to fly, on 
selected cruises you can choose 
to travel via Eurostar and First 
Class rail, again, at no extra 
cost. Scenic Tours is the only 
river cruise line to include this in 
the price of your holiday. 


4 
mncluded 
yes, everything 


You're embarking on a voyage 
of discovery; once-in-a-lifetime 
experiences that offer a unique 
perspective you simply don't 
get on any other river cruise. 
Private concerts and dinners 
set in breathtaking surroundings 
including Gothic palaces and 

edieval castles. And you have 
he freedom to explore at your 
own pace, using self-guiding 
GPS devices and on-board 
bikes, at no extra cost. 


QSCENICTOURS 


The Ultimate River Cruise Experience 


Terms and Conditions: Prices are per person based on two people sharing a Cat. E Stateroom and are subject to availability. Supplements apply for upgraded accommodation and suites with balconies. Single person supplements 
available on request, please call for details. The special offer is for new bookings only and ends on 28th August 2014, unless already sold out. Table La Rive is available for guests in Royal, Junior and Danube Deck Suites. A\ll drinks induded 
except for a very small number of rare, fine and vintage wines, champagnes and spirits. For full itineraries and booking conditions, please see our 2015 Luxury River Cruise brochure or visit www.scenictours.co.uk. 


im OFFER ENDS 28™ AUGUST 2014 


gardening talent 


Jacky Mills and Ian Mannall 


Gardening duo Jacky and lan count leading designers Arne Maynard 
and Dan Pearson among the clients they work for 


PORTRAIT ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


Earliest gardening memory Jacky: | used to help my dad in the 
garden and was given my own patch for growing vegetables. lan has 
fond memories of spending time with his grandad on his allotment. 
First plant love Probably cow parsley. It still evokes wonderful 
memories of carefree days — for both lan and myself. 

Career inspiration |'m indebted to Fergus Garrett for his help in 
starting my gardening career. | knew his partner Amanda when | worked 
at London Zoo and was motivated by his drive and passion for plants. 
Horticultural hero I’m fascinated by Miriam Rothschild (1908-2005). 
She produced hundreds of scientific papers in her lifetime, covering 
such diverse subjects as fleas, seagulls and butterflies. Later she 
focused on the cultivation and conservation of wild flower meadows. 
Favourite garden When | first moved to London from Yorkshire, | 
would constantly escape the city by spending time at the Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Kew. After returning from several years’ fieldwork in 
various tropical countries studying a variety of bird species, | would go 
there just to sit in the glasshouses in winter. 

Three tips for gardeners Keep a photo journal: it’s amazing how 


quickly the garden can change over the years. Don't be in too much 

of a hurry to clear up after autumn — spring always brings new 
seedling surprises. Vary your tea break locations and see the 

garden from different perspectives. 

Dream plant destination | would like to see La Louve, the garden 
created by Nicole de Vésian in Provence. 

With whom would you most like to have tea in the garden? 
Aside from family and friends, Monty Don, whose articles in The 
Observer first put the idea in our heads of moving to Herefordshire. 
Describe your planting style Naturalistic, bordering on wilderness, 
punctuated by spots of order — a perennial meadow, dotted with 
topiary and roses tumbling from old apple trees, would be ideal. 

What are your gardening principles? At home we garden 
organically: look after your soil and the plants tend to take care of 
themselves, and grow a range of plants to encourage bees and insects. 
Favourite gardening blogs Tom Coward's articles in Country Life and 
his blogs from Gravetye Manor in Sussex, where he is head gardener. 
Contact email millsandmannall@gmail.com 
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Name Mounts Court Farmhouse. 

Points of interest Wide, winding pathways flow 
through deep mixed borders filled with a diverse 
range of trees, shrubs, herbaceous plants and 
grasses. There is also a pond and bog garden. 
Where Kent. 

Size One and a half acres. 

Soil Sandy neutral loam. 

Climate Relatively mild winters, but occasionally 
dropping to -10°C. Summer highs regularly 
reach 25-30°C. 


Immaculately cut squares of box introduce «= 
you to Mounts Court and lead into the late- 
summer garden, with burgeoning borders 

of foliage and long-flowering white cosmos. 
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Ne > Geraldine Fish has devoted 30 years to cfecting the garden at Mounts Court 
: aN Farmhouseand the result is a jewel among the many fine gardens of Kent 
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Mounts Court garden 


appeals on all levels: to the 
gardener for the harmonious 
way plants are put together; 
to the plantsman... and to 
the connoisseur of design 


a 


t’s hard to believe that when Geraldine 
Fish and her husband Graham moved to 
Mounts Court Farmhouse in 1983, there was 


no garden to speak of. The house sat high 
above the Elham Valley in Kent, between 
Canterbury and Folkestone, exposed to the 
weather from all directions. To look at the 
garden now, 30 years later, is to see the result 
of a keen and artistic nature. No doubt 
Geraldine’s childhood on rubber and oil 
palm estates in Malaya, then boarding school 
in Adelaide, Australia, has influenced the way 
she has developed the garden, too. 

Mounts Court appeals on all levels: to the 
gardener for the care and harmonious way 
plants are put together; to the plantsman for 
their great variety; and, perhaps most of all, 
to the connoisseur of design for the clever 
and varied use of space as you move from 
one part of the garden to another. 

Geraldine cites the late garden designer 
Anthony du Gard Pasley, and a short 
course he held at the University of Kent, 
as a formative influence. He may have 
tempered her natural inclination to frame [> 
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“artistry, leading up toymore formal 


plantings nearer the house. 
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This discrete planting leading to the's A 
has a distinct atmosphere with smaller su 2s 
loving plants.and herbs and the soft plumes ~ 

~<of Pennisetum orientale in the foreground. 
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classic english garden 


The formality of clipped: box and: > e 

holly is softened by cosmos and ; ee es 
= date-flowering perennials with : 

ground cover of geranium. 


Fromithe foreground of blue herbaceous 
Clematis heracleifolia, the eye is drawn to 
the cliimp of crimson Lobelia cardinalis 
‘Queen Victoria’ then on to the field beyond. 


[> viewpoints formally, which has led to the 
relaxed way the garden merges from more 
discrete areas around the house to curving 
rivers of grassy pathways beyond. The course 
also gave her an appreciation of the value 
of contrasting foliage, its texture, form, 
size as well as colour. One of the first trees 
Geraldine planted, Tilia tomentosa ‘Petiolaris’ 
(weeping silver lime), was inspired by a 
course visit to Withersdane Hall near Wye. 
But like all good gardens, Mounts Court 
has its basis in care and replenishment. All 
the water from the house is collected in a 
large covered reservoir, the legacy of early 
experiences gardening in the dry Australian 
climate. This is used to maintain a water lily- 
filled pond and lush planting around the bog 
garden. Garden prunings are shredded, 
mixed with grass cuttings and composted in 
insulated bins, which makes good weed-free 
compost in a matter of months. Fallen leaves 
are gathered and the resultant leaf mould 
used in place of peat in potting mixes. 
Geraldine has a fascination with the great 
diversity of plants. Her early training at art 
school indirectly instilled a discipline in the 
association of plants, evident as you walk 
through the garden. You move between [> 
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Hydrangea'paniculata and phlox Carte into. 
their own later in summer, benefiting from 
Geraldine’s determination to irrigate the 
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Two,classic autumn perennials, the bright Hue: » 

flowéred Aster sedifolius and deep-magenta 

Persicaria amplexicaulis ‘Blackfield’, give bp t 

display among the annual Nicotiana mutabilis. 
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The orange,.flagon-shaped hips of Rosa ‘Geranium’ 
(moyesii hybrid) are as showy’as any summer flower, 
here overhanging spears of crocosmia and looking 
across to a.clump of pink Sedum ‘Herbstfreude’ 
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Phlox and cosmos are framed against the 
dark yew hedge and the late-flowering 
Pileostegia viburnoides climbs up the house. 


Mounts Court garden is given strong form and 


outline by hedges and maturing trees, which 


provide shelter and a means to divide plantings 


> areas that have a vitality of plants and 
colour to others that rely on fewer species 
and foliage for their effect. For example, a 
small secluded area by the house is simply 
planted with ferns, rodgersia and grasses, 
and a lovely specimen of Kirengeshoma 
palmata, beginning to open its unusual 
shuttlecock-like flowers in late summer. 

On entering the garden, the eye is drawn 
to the climber Pileostegia viburnoides, a more 
refined relative of Hydrangea petiolaris. This 
is an evergreen with slender, attractively 
veined leaves and sprays of small creamy- 
white flowers into autumn. These two plants 
typify the thought with which plants have 
been chosen and positioned. 

The garden is given strong form and 
outline by hedges and maturing trees, which 
provide vital shelter and also a means to 
divide plantings. On a smaller scale this is 
echoed by box, hollies and fastigiate yew, so 
that interest is carried throughout the winter 
when structural elements of the garden 
become most valuable. 

This is a garden for all seasons, but it is 
especially good late in the year; summer 
irrigation and the regular addition of 
compost allow many bold perennials to 
come into their own now. By late summer 
the borders become a rich assembly 
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of phloxes, asters, sedums, aconitums, 
thalictrums and much else besides. The 
late-flowering fountain grass, Pennisetum 
orientale, borders a warm stone pathway 
leading to a sundial — a garden within 

a garden. At intervals the bold leaves of 
bergenias and low hedging separate and 
enhance the plantings. The vivid red Lobelia 
cardinalis ‘Queen Victoria is a striking 
accent, and even the fragrant mint-scented 
Agastache rugosa, in a form with soft yellow- 
green leaves (“Golden Jubilee’), is given 
presence by its fat spikes of indigo-violet 
flowers, so attractive to bees. 

In the low, quiet light of autumn the 
garden develops a magical air that is 
testimony to Geraldine’s skill and artistry. 
Mounts Court has that combination of 
detail and vision so reminiscent of that 
other Kentish garden, Sissinghurst, but 
with its own distinct character. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Mounts Court Farmhouse, Acrise, 
nr Folkestone, Kent CT18 8LQ. 

Tel 01303 840598 

Open By appointment from May to 
September, and also for the National 
Gardens Scheme. ngs.org.uk 


of Geraldine’s 
autumn choices 


1 Salvia viridis var. comata 

(syn. horminum) 

Few annuals can compete with autumn 
perennials, but this salvia, with deep 
purple bracts, holds its own. 45cm. 


2 Rosa ‘Geranium’ (moyesii hybrid) 
The freely borne hips of this rose, among 
the finest of the genus, follow the equally 
showy, deep red flowers of summer. 
2.5m. AGM* RHS H7, USDA 5a-9bt. 


3 Morina longifolia 

One of the most unusual of all perennials, 
with ornamental seedheads superseding 
unique, long-tubed flowers. 90cm. 

USDA 6a-9b. 


4 Eucomis bicolor 

Perfect in a pot, this pineapple lily 
surprises with its leafy-topped heads of 
greenish-white, maroon-edged flowers. 
50cm. AGM. RHS H3, USDA 8a-10b. 


5 Anemone hupehensis var. japonica 
‘Prinz Heinrich’ 

One of the commonest but most valuable 
of late flowers, it combines beautifully 
with the equally vigorous Agastache 
foeniculum in a cottage garden planting. 
Take care when positioning as it can 
become thuggish. Im. USDA 4b-8a. 


6 Euonymus planipes 

A fine, small tree with fascinating coloured 
fruits and seeds and brilliant autumn 
foliage. For good fruit set, plant more than 
one specimen. 2.5m. USDA 6a-9b. 


7 Agastache rugosa ‘Golden Jubilee’ 
The simple, purple spikes of this American 
mint are irresistible to bees and combine 
well with the leaves in this yellow-green 
foliaged form. 90cm. USDA 5a-9b. 


8 Kirengeshoma palmata 

A uniquely elegant perennial from Japan, 
it needs rich, moist soil and carries its late 
flowers of cool yellow like no other. 1m. 


9 Sedum (Herbstfreude Group) 
‘Herbstfreude’ 

A stalwart of the autumn garden, this 
gives interest long into autumn. 1m. AGM. 
RHS H7, USDA 3b-9b. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from 
the Royal Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings given where available. 


iy 
as 
S 
8o 
= 
“2 
bo 
ey 
ic) 
a) 
a 
wn 
= 
i.) 


* 


Warming glow 


In-the last of her series on creating stylish containers, 
Kristy Ramage finds some bold and unexpected combinations to 
keep the embers of summer glowing a little longer 


WORDS KRISTY. RAMAGE PHOTOGRAPHS ANDREW.MONTGOMERY 
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Lilac beauty 


Plectranthus argentatus carries its sophisticated felted silver leaves around a downy square 


stem, and makes a wonderful background foliage plant. In September, almost by magic, 


tiny white flowers start appearing on the lilac spires, opening seemingly at random, and it 


sparkles. The softness of the colouring is matched by the gentle Tulbaghia violacea, and 


complemented by the apricot tones of Chrysanthemum “Double Ginger. That would be 


enough perhaps, but the smell of the heliotrope, Heliotropium arborescens ‘White Lady’ 


is irresistible; much ‘fresher’ than that of the purple varieties, which can be a bit cloying. 


Fortunately, it is a scent that fills the air, so no need to bend close and risk disturbing the 


leaves of the Tulbaghia that give off a garlic smell when they are brushed. 


How to achieve the look 
Cultivation and care 

Surprisingly for a silver-leafed plant, the 
Plectranthus will actually thrive in light 
shade, but all these plants need good 
drainage, shelter and heat, so a protected 
position by a house where there is sun for 
part of the day is ideal. If you can bring it 

all into a greenhouse for the winter, this 
combination will flower for a good few 
years. There are many varieties of Tulbaghia 
available from specialist nurseries, so 

be choosy if you favour a white one, or 

a stronger, darker flower. This hardy, golden 
chrysanthemum was one | bought from a 


local nursery but I've never seen it anywhere 
since. The rather lovely C. ‘Topsy’ would 
bring a similar hue to the arrangement. 


Container 

It's great to find a container that is wide, 
and deep enough for fulsome planting, 

but not so huge that it becomes impossible 
to move it around or to set it on a large 
table. This kind of flexibility means 

you can bring it into full view at its 

most floriferous moment, and then 

move it wholesale into the greenhouse for 
the winter. | love the corrugation as well. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. 


planting ideas 


Plants 

1 Heliotropium arborescens 
‘White Lady’ 

Flowers summer, half-hardy 
perennial. 30cm. AGM* 

2 Chrysanthemum ‘Double Ginger’ 
| found this hardy chrysanthemum 
at Overseas Farm Nurseries, but 
haven't seen it anywhere since. 
The burnt-orange C. ‘Topsy’ is a 
good alternative. 75cm. 

3 Plectranthus argentatus 
Flowers in autumn. 75cm. AGM. 

4 Tulbaghia violacea 
Flowers late summer to autumn. 
60cm. AGM. 
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Fire and ice 


There’s a corner of almost every garden where a collection of pots will be half in the sun and 
half in partial shade. The courtyard at the back of my house has just such a spot, so I wanted 
a collection that went well together but could thrive in the different conditions. Here the 
Tricyrtis formosana makes a fascinating pot plant, looming out of the shady corner with its 
exotic-looking, spotted flowers. And it becomes excitingly broody when it’s partnered with 
Perilla frutescens var. purpurascens, whose soft, gloriously saturated, browny purple leaves melt 
behind the waxy, sharply formed flowers of the Tricyrtis. The combination is the other way 
round with the sun-loving, fleshy blackcurrant rosette of Aeonium “Zwartkop’ against the soft 
glaucous leaves of Melianthus major. When the colour combinations look a little too neat you 
need a spark to set the whole thing off. Salvia ‘Royal Bumble’ obliges with some spots of fire 
emerging from a calyx and stem of the perfect deep, browny purple. 


How to achieve the look 

Cultivation and care Container 
Salvia, Melianthus and Aeonium all At one time every garage would have had 
hate having wet feet, so make sure the one of these red-painted, galvanised fire 
containers have large drainage holes in the buckets on its forecourt, and today you 
base, and add lots of grit to the compost. frequently find them turning up in salvage 
Tricyrtis needs a rich, moist soil. They yards. | like the way the paint fades and 
naturally grow at the edge of forests,soadd chips, and once it has lost its harshness, the 


a little leaf mould if you can, and don't let it red becomes an interesting pot colour to 


dry out. Perilla will benefit from the humusy play with. And pots are for playing. They're 
soil and extra moisture too although it is often temporary and easy to move around, 
very adaptable. It’s also happy in full sun allowing you to try out colours and styles. 
and is tolerant of drought. So be brave, a little exotic, and have fun. 
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Plants 

1 Perilla frutescens var. 
purpurascens 
Annual with striking foliage and 
small, pink flowers from summer 
to autumn. Happy in full sun or 
partial shade. 1m. 

2 Tricyrtis formosana ‘Dark Beauty’ 
Also known as toad lily. Flowers 
August to September. Best in 
partial or full shade. 50cm. 

3 Salvia ‘Royal Bumble’ 

Flowers August to October. 
Prefers full sun. 60cm. 

4 Melianthus major 
Flowers summer to autumn. 
Loses leaves in winter if left outside. 
Likes sun. 1.2m. AGM. 

5 Aeonium ‘Zwartkop’ 

Tender evergreen that needs sun 
for black foliage. 80cm. AGM. 


planting ideas 
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Big burst of colour 


The shed at the back of our kitchen garden seems to have found its way into rather a lot 


of photos over the course of this series — so I thought it deserved a ‘pot’ of its own. Against the 
fading, bitumen-black wood the strong colours of the dahlias look exciting, especially on 
a misty September morning. But be aware that if youre planting dahlias in a pot, the pot 


needs to be a big one. Once you've decided to make a really big container, yourre free to use 


substantial architectural plants. These young cardoons are half the size they will be next year 


but were the perfect scale and colour to complement the dahlias. Calamintha nepeta performs 
well as a deliciously mint-scented filler for the front edge. 


How to achieve the look 


Cultivation and care 

These colourful Dahlia ‘Avignon’ have varying 
amounts of purple highlights, so no two 
flowers are alike. | grew the dahlias and 
cardoons in individual 5-litre pots first, 
protecting them from slugs and snails with a 
barrage of eggshells and grit and then organic 
slug pellets. It’s great to have some plants 
grown on, waiting in the wings for their 
moment. At the end of the October the tubers 
get lifted and stored, and the cardoons planted 
out in the kitchen garden. Calamintha nepeta is 
happy to be cut back and left in such a big 
container, although | might thin it down to just 
one plant for next year. At that stage I'll grow 


tomatoes in the back alongside Nicandra 
physalodes, the shoo-fly plant, to chase away 
the white fly and add drama and volume. 


Container 

This is an old, black, plastic water tank drilled 
with drainage holes and boxed in with wooden 
crates. | nailed spare planks from the shed 

to the sides of the crates, to ensure it looked 
totally at home, et voila, a trough-sized 
container for no money at all — sometimes it 
helps to be a hoarder and not throw anything 
away. For a smarter look you could use wider 
boards and paint the wood to match the 


colour of your window frames. 


planting ideas 


Plants 

1 Calamintha nepeta ‘Blue Cloud’ 
Flowers June to September. 25cm. 

2 Dahlia ‘Avignon’ 
Flowers July to frosts. 90cm. 

3 Dahlia ‘Marble Ball’ 
Flowers July to frosts. 70cm. 

4 Cynara cardunculus 
Leaf from April, flowers late summer 
to autumn. 1.2m ina pot. 


Suppliers: 

+ Garden Force Nurseries 

Tel 01328 823734, gardenforcenurseries.com 
+ Hoyland Plant Centre 

Tel 01226 744466, somethingforthegarden.co.uk 
+ Jekka’s Herb Farm 

Tel 01454 418878, jekkasherbfarm.com 

* Overseas Farm Nurseries 

Tel 01531 670377 

+ Rose Cottage Plants 

Tel 01992 573775, rosecottageplants.co.uk 

* Special Perennials 

Tel 01270 811443, specialperennials.com 

* Special Plants 

Tel 01225 891686, specialplants.net 

+ Woottens of Wenhaston 


Tel 01502 478258, woottensplants.com 


jo) 


45 


The courtyard with its brick pizza oven 
is nestled amid fully planted beds 

punctuated by the shimmering golden 
seedheads of the grass Stipa gigantea. 


natural garden 
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In brief . 4 
¢- What Family garden belonging-to 
garden desigher Catherine Janson. 
‘Points of interest Naturalisti¢ new 
perennial style, high-density Planting, 
selseeding perennials amderasses. 
Where Herefordshire, Welsh Borders. 
¥ Size Quarter of an acre. 
Soil Feftile, free-drainingdoam: 
~ Climate. Coo!temperate: 
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ti, first thought on seeing 
Catherine Janson’s garden is: here is 
someone who has embraced the ideas of the 
new perennial movement. By late September 
it’s a mass of stems, seedheads and grasses, 
amid which the last flowers of the year shine 
out. This is clearly the garden of someone 
who has the confidence to plant densely, and 
let the plants get on with it. 

The garden is surrounded by a timbered 
barn and other farm buildings, which her 
husband Charlie has converted into their 
home, and a greenhouse he rescued from 
nearby Hay Castle. It looks out over trees, 
farmland and the distant Black Mountains. 

The profusion of perennials is entirely 
appropriate to the setting. In particular, the 
texture of the planting is very fine; the most 
graphic and exotic looking plant is actually a 
native Angelica sylvestris, which Catherine is 
allowing to self-seed. “The initial plan for the 
garden was to make paths for the boys to 
ride bikes around, but I wanted big beds to 
stuff with plants. You learn what not to put 
on corners and what can be biked over.” 

Catherine has been a gardener for much of 
her life, training at Capel Manor in 1997. She 
worked in London, then at Cally Gardens 
nursery in Scotland. “It’s an amazing place, 
with 4,000 plant varieties. I learnt a huge 
amount there.” She came to Herefordshire to 
run Abbey Dore Court gardens, then started 
a garden design practice about ten years ago 
with fellow designer Flo Stoney. 

Her garden has an important role to play 
in Catherine’s work. “The more plants you 
can grow the better because then you know 
what to use in clients’ gardens.” The density 
of her planting was initially driven by the [> 


THIS PAGE 

1 The tall umbellifer Angelica sylvestris ‘Vicar's 
Mead' provides structural interest to the planting. 
2 The balcony on the converted barn allows an 
overview of the garden and its dense planting. 

3 Catherine Janson with the family dog, Pippin. 

4 The tall, lilac flower heads of Eupatorium 
maculatum Atropurpureum Group arch over the 
deep purple spires of Agastache ‘Blackadder’. 

5 The blue tones of Salvia officinalis ‘Purpurascens’ 
and perovskia are offset by the pink heads of sedum. 
6 Oat-like Stipa gigantea, purple Verbena 


bonariensis and the thistle-like Eryngium giganteum 
all provide a long season of interest. 


natural garden 
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The path is borderedBy an,abundance 
of flowers, including ASter umbellatus, 
tall’ grass Calamagrostis brachytricha, 
the hollyhock x Alcalthaea 
suffrutescens ‘Parkallee’ and the 
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© Surrounded by a'rural landscape, Catherine 
= sees-her grasses and self-seeding plants as making 
the transition to the landscape easier 


‘ 


r 


A gypsy wagon Sits 
in a.peaceful spot 
among the.grasses. 


[> simple desire to grow as much as possible, 
but it has turned out to have its own virtues. 
Catherine explains “It is a balance between 
the advantages of that density: wildlife like it, 
you don’t lose soil moisture, there’s no 
staking, and less room for weeds.” 

Seeing how plants grow in nature has 
helped Catherine develop her planting style. 
“T travelled a lot when I was younger, and 
although I didn’t know then what I was 
going to do, my old diaries are full of bits of 
plants.” Two years ago she went on a trip to 
Kyrgyzstan, where mountain meadows have 
an extraordinarily diverse perennial flora. 

“Understanding how meadows grow, you 
can layer in so much more,’ she explains. 
“You can have bulbs in spring, then things 
such as aquilegias, which don’t take up any 
room at all — you can cram it all in, far more 
than the traditional four or five plants per 


square metre. I think bulbs work fine in this 
denser type of planting: tulips, camassias and 
alliums all do well here.” For weak-stemmed 
plants such as the long-flowering scabious 
Knautia macedonica and many geranium 
species, the advantage of dense planting is 
that their stems can lean on and weave 
through those of the more upright plants. 

Surrounded by a rural landscape, 
Catherine sees her grasses and self-seeding 
plants as “making the transition to the 
landscape easier”. The garden here might 
alarm some with its unruly profusion, but it 
points the way towards a new gardening style 
that genuinely brings an enhanced 


experience of nature to the back door. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Design practice stoneyandjanson.co.uk 


Catherine’s tips on self-seeding plants 


Catherine relies heavily on plants that self-seed. They help to build up the density of the 
planting and are effective at denying space to weeds. Self-seeding serves a design function 
too, supplying the repeating species that knit a planting together, although you can't predict 
which species will seed where. Some, such as Aquilegia subsp. and the biennial Bupleurum 
longifolium, seem to perform universally well. Some seed in most but not all gardens: 
Astrantia major, Helleborus x hybridus, Knautia macedonica and Sanguisorba subsp; others 
not so often, such as Eupatorium maculatum and several species of Thalictrum. 


Needless to say, some self-seed to weed-like proportions and need controlling. 
Excess seedlings can usually be hoed, or hand-pulled when larger. The only ones likely to be 
really problematic are umbellifers such as fennel, which quickly produce deep tap roots. 


Generally, self-seeders spread best on lighter, sandier soils, which also makes removal 
of unwanted seedlings easiest. Self-seeding plants are best introduced a couple of years 
after the main components of a border are planted, so they don’t out-compete other plants. 
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of Catherine’s 
late summer choices 


1 Salvia confertiflora 

Shrubby Brazilian-origin salvia for 
late-season colour and attractive 
foliage. Prune hard annually. Protect 
in winter. 1.5m. USDA 10a-11". 


2 Aconitum carmichaelii ‘Arendsii’ 
A strong, upright monkshood with 
neat, divided foliage. Clump-forming, 
long-lived. Best in light shade and 
moisture-retaining fertile soil. 2m. 
AGM*. RHS H7, USDA 3a-7b. 


3 x Alcalthaea suffrutescens 
‘Parkallee’ 

A hollyhock relative of mysterious 
Hungarian origin. Rangy stems, long 
flowering season. 2m. USDA 5a-10b. 


4 Alcea rugosa 

A long-flowering hollyhock ancestor 
that doesn't get rust. Maximum life 
span of just two years but often self- 
seeds. 2m. USDA 3a-9b. 


5 Dahlia ‘Marie Schnugg’ 

A compact plant that likes humus- 
rich, well-drained soil, in full sun. Lift 
and store tubers in autumn. 0.5m. 
AGM. RHS H3. 


6 Aconitum carmichaelii (Wilsonii 
Group) ‘Spatlase’ 

A pale form of this pretty monkshood. 
Best in light shade so the flowers can 
shine against a dark background. 

2m. USDA 8b. 


7 Dahlia ‘Piperoo’ 

Cactus-type dahlia. Late summer to 
autumn flowering. Can winter outside 
in well-drained soils. Fertile soil and 
slug protection needed. 1m. 


8 Phlox paniculata ‘David’ 

A pure white phlox with a subtle, 
distinctive scent. Long-lived clump- 
former. Best on moisture-retaining 
fertile soils. Im. AGM. USDA 4a-8b. 


9 Lathyrus chloranthus 

A species sweet pea, good for 
summer screening. Not fragrant. 
Hardy annual, soak seed first and 
expect erratic germination. 1.8m. 


* Holds an Award of Garden Merit from 
the Royal Horticultural Society. 
+ Hardiness ratings given where available. 
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plant profile scented flowers 


In brief 


What Scented plants use fragrance to lure in 
the pollinator, rather than showy petals. As a 
result many scented plants have refinement 
and subtlety of form. They are always bee or 
moth-friendly. 

Origins Scented plants are found all over the 
world, wherever the bee flies. 

Season Scent travels best in warm air so it’s 
possible to have fragrant plants in spring, 
summer and autumn. However, there are lots 
of early-flowering fragrant plants with small 
weather-proof flowers that rely on scent to 
attract smaller pollinators. Often scent builds 
during the day and paler flowers, or tubular 
moth-friendly flowers are among the best. 
Conditions Siting fragrant plants well is vital. 
Find a warm, sheltered corner to encourage 
and trap any fragrance. Use containers near 
seats for smaller plants. 


am an unashamed hedonist, so fragrance 
is an essential part of my garden 
throughout the year — and it should 
be part of yours as well. It adds another 
dimension beyond the visual. It may soothe 
or exhilarate or spin you back in time in the 
blink of an eye without you even thinking 
about it. Whenever I get a hint of our native 
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Val Bourne is a : : : 
garden writer woodbine, Lonicera periclymenum (see page 


and lecturer and 54), Pm once again being driven through 

Judges plant trials the narrow lanes of Warwickshire in an 

at RHS Wisley . 
open-topped car, dodging moths as we go, 
something I haver’t actually done for over 
40 years. Or, if I catch the citrus tang of lemon 
verbena (Aloysia triphylla) on a hot day, 
Tm back on roller skates in a London park 
sucking a sherbert dip. It’s an involuntary 
reaction I can’t control, but that’s how 
fragrance works. It’s instant and it can trigger 
a poignant memory from long ago, or simply 
waft over you and give immediate pleasure. 

There are fragrant plants for every season, 
so it’s quite possible to have something divine 
in your garden throughout the year. 

There is a wide range of scented plants for 
spring through to autumn, including roses, 
bulbs and herbaceous plants. For spring, you 
should always include a scented daphne and 
the easiest by far is D. odora‘Aureomarginata 
(page 58), a wide-spreading, low-growing 
evergreen with blue-pink flowers held above 
green leaves lightly edged in creamy yellow. 
This toughie is hardy and reliable, much more 
so than the more variegated ‘Geisha Girl; or 
‘Rebecca’ In a smaller garden opt for the 

COSMOS ATROSANGUINEUS equally easy D. x burkwoodii ‘Somerset’ or the 
variegated ‘Carol Mackie’ 

Roses provide some of the best fragrance 
in summer, and many have been specifically 
bred for scent. These include the hybrid 
musks, developed by Reverend Pemberton in 


These dusky flowersSmiell of cocoa 
powder, although you have to geticlose 
to pick up the scent. The’ scent gets 
stronger as the day Wears on, So place 
it Where warm afternoon sun falls. 


\ 


Either keep it ina warm greenhouse 1. } = *Holds an Award the early 20th century. David Austin has also 
: of Garden Merit bred for fr. dhis descripti ft 
from year to year, or save the small red for fragrance and his descriptions olten 
v from the Royal dik : 3 al ae 
tubers = as you would a dahlia. Horticultural Society. “°@¢-Me @ wine tasters manual, mentioning 
90cm: USDA 8a-10b ‘Hardiness ratings musk, citrus, blackcurrant and myrrh. One 
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[> (=‘Ausdraw1’), a healthy rose that 
produces silver-pink ‘waterlily blooms. 
Some summer-flowering plants are highly 
fragrant as evening falls, giving us a lot of 
pleasure and also pleasing the moths and 
other night pollinators, led by fragrance 
rather than colour on warm nights. 

In the quieter months, when the 
weather is not suitable for large, colourful, 
petal-packed blooms, it is fragrance that 
helps lure pollinators into the garden rather 
than colour. To withstand harsh weather 
conditions, winter flowers are often small 
and insignificant, sometimes reduced to 
simple clusters of stamens for example 
Sarcococca, or the small bell-shaped flowers 
of Erica. Others, such as Viburnum, have 
clusters of tiny starry flowers. Despite being 
subtle, these cool-season plants deliver 
scent. Size is definitely not everything when 
it comes to fragrance. 

Most scented winter-flowering plants 
are deciduous shrubs, and are useful in a 
woodland garden planted above hellebores, 
snowdrops and other miniature bulbs. The 
most spectacular winter-flowering shrubs 
are the spidery-flowered witch hazels, 
named forms of Hamamelis x intermedia 
(page 57). These need deep, fertile soil that 
doesn’t get waterlogged in winter to thrive. 
Scent varies — some smell like damp towels 
and others of toilet cleaner, so sniff before 
you buy. The freesia-scented ‘Pallida, named 
for its lemon-yellow flowers, is considered 
the most fragrant of all. ‘Aurora’ is a close 
rival, but some find the butterscotch- 
orange flowers dull. I grow both. 

Witch hazels are suitable for smaller 
gardens, but wintersweet (Chimonanthus 
praecox) and winter-flowering honeysuckle 
(Lonicera fragrantissima), although highly 
desirable, take up a considerable amount 
of space and look untidy in summer. If 
you have a small garden, best avoid them. 
If your garden is tiny, opt for a container of 
Sarcococca confusa, a Christmas box with 
ivory-white, lily-scented flowers. In order to 
enjoy the scent you need to find, or create, a 
sheltered corner that gets afternoon 
sunshine. This clement position will 
promote a greater flow of nectar, increasing 
the fragrance rating, and the sunlight will 
also encourage next year’s flower buds. 

It’s quite possible to enjoy fragrance 
every time you venture into your garden, 
whatever the season. 


+ Val’s recommendations for scented plants 
continue over the next six pages. 
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High summer to autumn 


ROSA ‘BUFF BEAUTY’ 

This hybrid musk needs a warm position and 
light-pruning regime. Once established, it will 
produce soft-apricot flowers against red-tinted 
leaves, through summer until late autumn. 
1.2-1.5m. AGM* RHS H6. USDA 6a-10b. 


CLEMATIS HERACLEIFOLIA ‘CASSANDRA’ 
Another butterfly magnet, this herbaceous 
clematis has late summer and autumn 
flowers in a striking blue over many weeks. 
This one, though a trifle floppy, won't need 
staking. 1.2m. USDA 5a-9b. 


JONATHAN BUCKLEY 


BUDDLEJA DAVIDII ‘PINK DELIGHT’ 

Not for the faint-hearted, this vivid-pink 
buddleja with the enormous pink spikes is the 
most honey-scented | know. In August | have 
counted over 60 peacock butterflies on one 
bush. 3m. AGM. RHS H5. USDA 6a-9b. 


LONICERA PERICLYMENUM 
‘GRAHAM THOMAS’ 
This grey-leaved woodbine has creamy-white 


flowers that age to pumpkin-orange. Like all 
European woodbines, its scent is stronger at 
night. 2.4m. AGM. RHS H5. USDA 5a-9b. 
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ROSA ‘CORNELIA’ 

Probably the best of Pemberton’s hybrid 
musks, producing a continuous stream of 
small copper-pink flowers that emerge from 
darker buds, held in clusters. 1.2m. AGM. 
RHS H6. USDA 5a-10b. 


MAGNOLIA GRANDIFLORA 

An evergreen magnolia for a sheltered position 
with huge citrus-scented flowers the colour of 
clotted cream that appear sporadically 
throughout summer, thereby escaping any 
frost damage. 10m x 10m. USDA 6a-10b. 
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ACTAEA SIMPLEX (ATROPURPUREA 
GROUP) ‘JAMES COMPTON’ 

With slender spires of white flowers, this is the 
most fragrant of the dark-leaved bugbanes, 
Prefers moisture-retentive soil. Happiest in 
light shade. 1.2m. AGM. RHS H7.USDA 5a-9a. 


PHLOX PANICULATA ‘FRANZ SCHUBERT’ 
Border phloxes have a sweet perfume and this 
lilac-grey phlox bred by the late Alan Bloom is 
no exception. It glows in the evening light and 
is less demanding about moisture and soil 
than many. 90cm. USDA 4a-8b. 


LILIUM ‘MUSCADET’ 

Oriental lilies with pallid flowers have the most 
powerful scent. They make ideal container 
plants, although you must use supports and 
ericaceous compost. ‘Muscadet’ is white 
subtly spotted in mid-pink. 1.2m. USDA 4a-9b. 


NICOTIANA SYLVESTRIS 

This tall, white, night-scented tobacco plant 
has long tubed flowers designed to attract 
moths. A South American native, it needs a 
warm position to perform. Sets copious 
amounts of seed. 1.5m. AGM. RHS H2. 
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Autumn to winter 


GARDEN WORLD IMAGES. 


ANDREA JONES 


CHIMONANTHUS PRAECOX 
‘GRANDIFLORUS’ 


The translucent, pendant yellow flowers are 
brighter and larger than most, with a red stain 


on the inners. It’s highly scented and does 


well in a vase. 3m. AGM. RHS H5. USDA 6a-9b. 
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CAROLE DRAKE 


HAMAMELIS X INTERMEDIA ‘AURORA’ 
The branching, open shape, large flowers 
and floriferous habit of ‘Aurora’ plus its 
exceptional freesia scent, make this subtle- 
orange witch hazel very special indeed. 
3-4m. AGM. USDA 5a-8b. 


VIBURNUM X BODNANTENSE 

‘CHARLES LAMONT’ 

There are some fine forms of this hybrid, but 
‘Charles Lamont’ bears masses of silver-pink 
flowers on bare wood, and is more consistent. 
3-4.5m. AGM. RHS H6. USDA 6a-9b. 


GALANTHUS‘S. ARNOTT’ 

Dubbed the giant snowdrop, this honey- 
scented hybrid loves a slope. The single 
flowers resemble pearl drops and the low 
foliage doesn't detract either. 30cm. AGM. 
RHS H5. USDA 4a-8b. 
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Scented partnerships 
Wallflowers and tulips 

Biennial wallflowers, grown from seeds 
sown in July, generally smell of sweet 
violets. Use them with tulips that might 
include the terracotta-coloured 
Erysimum ‘Ballerina’ or the yellow and 
red ‘Daydream’ or the purple ‘Negrita’ 
Add a scented pansy too, such as Viola 
‘Smuggler’s Moon; or ‘Maggie Mott} or 
combine with an orange, swirling sedge 
such as Carex testacea. 


Sweet rocket or dame’s violet 
(Hesperis matronalis), white sea stock 
(Matthiola incana ‘Alba’) and Dianthus 
A fragrant haze for a south-facing strip 
against a wall, this combination of soft 
mauve and white, scented sweet rocket 
and sea stock will hover above pink, 
purple-pink or white dianthus. These 
could include white Dianthus Memories 
(=‘WP11 Gwe04’), ‘Mrs Sinkins’ or 
‘Charles Edward! ‘Purple Jenny’ has a 
wonderful scent and flowers on and on. 


Roses and peonies 

Amatch made in heaven, but select the 
fuller-flowered pink Paeonia lactiflora 
hybrids as these will flower for much 
longer than the singles, pre-empting 
the roses. Opt for roses of a similar 
height such as the rich pink You're 
Beautiful (= ‘Fryracy’), pale pink Mother 
of Pearl (=‘Meilvdere’) and apricot-pink 
Joie de Vivre (=‘KorflociO1’). Infill with 
sweet williams (Dianthus barbatus). 


Clematis heracleifolia ‘Cassandra’ 
with Crocosmia x crocosmiiflora 

‘Star of the East’ 

The non-climbing herbaceous clematis 
C. heracleifolia produces reflexed blue 
flowers in late summer. ‘Cassandra’ is a 
lower-growing, less floppy form with 
rich blue, highly fragrant flowers 
between late July and late September. 
Adored by butterflies, this is the perfect 
partner for warm orange crocosmias. 


Lilies, lavender and scented- 

leaved pelargoniums 

In containers, plant short, scented 
Oriental lilies in subdued light. Or in full 
sun plant a medley of mint, lemon and 
rose scented-leaved pelargoniums, or 
choose soothing lavender. 
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Main considerations 

* Scent is a very personal thing, so buy 
your plants in flower to check whether 
you like the fragrance. 

* If you buy a witch hazel or other 
winter-flowering shrub in January, keep 
it frost-free and plant in March or April. 
* Order bare-root roses in summer and 
plant when dormant in late autumn or 
winter. They're cheaper, the range is 
greater and they will grow much faster. 
+ Position scented plants away from 
prevailing winds, especially the 
easterlies, and place them where you 
will experience the scent most. 

* Don't confuse shelter with shade. 
Most scented plants need shelter and 
a bright position, ideally one that gets 
warm afternoon sunshine. 

* Once a flowering shrub is established 


you can remove the lower branches to 
create a planting opportunity, but never 
do this with a daphne or witch hazel. 

* Use a specialist nursery and be 
prepared to pay, because many choice 
woody plants are grafted so that they 
flower much sooner. 

* Scented plants can be picked for the 
house, although woody plants will need 
the end of the cut stems crushed to allow 
them to take up water more efficiently. 


Where to buy 
BULBS 

* Avon Bulbs Tel 01460 242177, 
avonbulbs.co.uk 

CLEMATIS 

* Thorncroft Tel 01953 850407, 
thorncroftclematis.co.uk 
DIANTHUS 

+ Allwoods Tel 020 8393 7616, 
allwoods.net 

PEONIES 

* Kelways Tel 01458 250521, 
kelways.co.uk 

PERENNIALS 

* Beth Chatto Tel 01206 822007, 
bethchatto.co.uk 

ROSES 

* David Austin Tel 01902 376360, 
davidaustin.com 

SHRUBS 

¢ Ashwood Nurseries Tel 01384 
401996, ashwoodnurseries.com 

* Chris Pattison Tel 01531 650480, 
chris-pattison.co.uk. No mail order. 
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Spring to early summer 


DAPHNE ODORA ‘AUREOMARGINATA’ 
The scent from the two-tone lilac and rose- 
pink flowers really carries on a warm spring 
afternoon. Almost lily-like, the fragrance 
lingers in the air too, so find it a place near a 
doorway or path. 1-1.2m. USDA 7a-9b. 


TULIPA ‘BALLERINA’ 
This graceful tulip, with elegantly waisted 


flowers, comes in shades of warm orange. It 
has exceptional scent, a long-lived perennial 
tendency and well-behaved foliage. 55cm. 
AGM. RHS H6. USDA 4a-8b. 


MARTIN HUG! 


AZARA MICROPHYLLA 

Flowering in late spring, this wall shrub has 
dark, glossy cotoneaster-like foliage. The tiny, 
fluffy, yellow flowers have a vanilla scent 
reminiscent of a Victoria sandwich cake. 
5-6m. AGM. RHS H4. USDA 8&b-11. 


LUNARIA REDIVIVA 

Not grown nearly enough, this perennial 
honesty produces parma-violet buds that 
open to blue-lilac. These flowers shine against 
bright-green foliage, but seedheads are few 
and far between. 1.2m. AGM. USDA 3a-9b. 
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DIANTHUS ‘MRS SINKINS’ 

This dianthus is a resilient old-timer with a 
strong constitution and ragged white flowers 
tinged in green. Cut back hard after flowering, 
to promote vigorous young growth at the 
base. 30cm. USDA 3a-8b. 


PHILADELPHUS ‘BELLE ETOILE’ 

One of the most fragrant mock oranges with 
arching branches of white flowers, each faintly 
blotched in maroon. Great with old-fashioned 
roses, but cut away a third of the wood after 
flowering. 1.5m.AGM. RHS H6. USDA 5a-10b. 


ERYSIMUM CHEIRI ‘VULCAN’ 

Once called Cheiranthus, this biennial 
wallflower can be grown from July-sown 
seeds, or bought as plants in autumn. The reds 
and oranges have a stronger scent than the 
golden-yellow Siberians. 40cm. USDA 5a-1Ob. 


ES 


SYRINGA MEYERI ‘PALIBIN’ 
Many of the smaller-flowered lilacs are 


scented. ‘Palibin’ is a compact Chinese lilac, 
ideal for a container or smaller plot, with small, 
bright green leaves and lilac-pink long-tubed 
flowers. 1-5m. AGM. RHS H5. USDA 3a-7b. 
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CLEMATIS MONTANA VAR. WILSONII 
The most fragrant of the montanas. Like all, it 
needs a warm situation with good drainage. 
Don't prune, just tidy after flowering, then the 
satin-white flowers will be abundant in late 
May and early June. 3m. USDA 5a-8b. 


PAEONIA LACTIFLORA ‘DOCTOR 
ALEXANDER FLEMING’ 

A seedling involving the more laxly stemmed 
“Sarah Bernhardt’ this double pink fades to 
paler pink on the edges and is one of the most 
fragrant peonies of all. 90cm. USDA 2a-8a. 


Bob Flowerdew 


He’s a familiar voice to listeners of Gardeners’ Question Time and a passionate 
proponent of organic farming who's not afraid to ruffle some feathers 


WORDS JODIE JONES PORTRAIT CHARLIE HOPKINSON 


ob Flowerdew is an evangelist, a free thinker and 
B a prolific writer and broadcaster. He believes passionately 
in the importance of gardening organically and stepping 
lightly on the planet and its resources, and he has no reservations 
about ruffling the feathers of those he does not agree with. 

With his long blonde plait and particular brand of 
militant environmentalism, Bob is impossible to ignore. His 
25 gardening books have been translated into 23 languages, he 
lectures widely, runs his own website and has been a regular on 
BBC Radio 4’s Gardeners’ Question Time for more than 20 years. 

“T want to make a difference to the world,” he says. “Some 
people put their energy into politics. I think that how we grow 
our food is much more important.” 

He was born 60 years ago in the Norfolk village of Dickleburgh, 
in a house with no electricity, bathroom or mains water. “I can 
trace my family on both sides back to the 1400s in this area. It 
gives me a grounded feeling to look at the village clock tower and 
know that my great grandfather saw the same thing.” 

The Flowerdews were farming stock, and Bob grew up in 
a home where much of the food was grown by his father. “The 
food we had was good, but there was rarely enough to go 
around. For most of my childhood I was cold and hungry, 
so those are two things I avoid now.” 

He loved science at school, and tended little gardens of his 
own both at home and on land owned by various relations. He 
also joined the Air Training Corps and, aged 16, became one 
of the youngest qualified pilots in the country. He went on to 
study computing and management accountancy at Hatfield 
Polytechnic, then worked in a London accountancy firm. “I 
lasted 13 months before I couldn’t stand it any more,” he says. 

He set off to travel the world, taking whatever work came his 
way. “That included 12 years when I went back to the same 
French vineyard to help with the harvest. And with that amount 
of hands-on experience, you learn a thing or two about grapes.” 

Aged 30, with his wanderlust sated, he returned to his Norfolk 
roots and the life of home-grown, home-preserved and home- 
cooked food he had grown up with. “I had become aware of the 
value of organic food and farming, of the need for more local, small 
scale and sustainable production, and I distrusted commercial fare. 

“People were impressed by my results and I was asked to 
talk about my methods to a WI group, and to write for a free 


paper. Slowly this multiplied. I ran an evening course in gardening 
in Norwich and several other towns, which was very popular. The 
gradual move to professional writing and speaking was sustained 
by running a landscape and maintenance business.” 

He joined the panel on GQT only after attending several 
recordings in the audience and asking awkward questions from the 
floor, then sending in a critique of existing panel members’ lack of 
knowledge regarding organic methods. “I suspect I was asked on as 
lip service, and to give them a chance to shoot me down in flames.” 

If that was the plan, it backfired spectacularly. Bob is now one 
of the best-known panellists and is incredibly proud of his long 
association with this landmark series. “I am besotted by GQT. 

I loved it as a kid and I love it now.” 

Although he clearly relishes the panellists’ banter, what he 
really enjoys is the platform the programme gives him to spread 
the word about organic gardening. “It is supremely important,” 
he says. “There is no point feeling guilty for the past, but it is 
essential that we take responsibility for the future. 

“We are on the brink of disaster, but it is not too late to 
pull back. We should create a new Eden built on respect for 
the planet and ourselves. I know for certain that if people ate 
organically they would be healthier and happier.” 

His conversation dots from the importance of cobalt in our diet 
to the problems with permaculture (apparently the UK doesn’t 
have enough solar radiation for it). In quick succession he name- 
checks Jethro Tull, de Maupassant and George Monbiot (with 
whom he has had a rather public spat about green credentials). 

He’s constantly reading and experimenting. “My garden is a 
laboratory,” he says. “I grow some weird stuff. A lot of it is not worth 
eating, but you've got to try.’ In the process, he says, “I’ve probably 
made more errors than most people but I try to learn from them.” 

One of the most important things he has learned is “beware 
fanatics” although, he adds, with a characteristically cheeky grin, 


“T do realise I am in danger of being seen as one myself” 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Find out more about Bob's work at bobflowerdew.com 


NEXT MONTH 
Designer Arne Maynard. 


“IT want to make a difference to the world. Some people put their energy 
into politics. I think that how we grow our food is much more important” 
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Design duo Andrew Wilson and Gavin MeWilliar’ 
created this award-winning garden using architectural 
elements tempered with bold swathes of planting 
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have always been curious about design partnerships: 
I imagined that there would be lots of fireworks, hissy 
fits, throwing of sharpened pencils and, finally, resentful 
compromise. Apparently, this is not the case if you use the 
award-winning dynamic duo Andrew Wilson and Gavin 
McWilliam as your example. They met at the University 
of Greenwich, when Andrew was teaching planting design 
and Gavin was an eager student, and partnered up in 
2008 to create Wilson McWilliam Studio. “We don’t fight,” 
Andrew assures me, “although sometimes we might express 
reservations about certain ideas!” Usually the division of 
labour falls naturally into Andrew having responsibility for 
soft landscaping while Gavin commands the hard stuff. 

This garden is one of their most lauded designs — winner 
of three of the Society of Garden Designers’ awards in 2013. 
It is in Hertfordshire, only a skip and a jump from the M25, 
although the surrounding trees soak up all the traffic noise. 
The house is new and stands in what used to be the orchard 
of the neighbouring Edwardian manor house. 

“When we first saw it there was a scummy, malodorous 
pond in the middle of the garden, a clump of Chamaecyparis 
for ‘privacy’ and a frankly uninteresting approach,” explains 
Gavin. From such unpromising beginnings they have created 
a modern garden that manages to not only complement the 
architecture of the house but also settles easily into the 


’, Seedheads of Eryngium planum 

“'‘Blaukappe’ and Eryngium alpinum 

WBlue Star’ provide a spark of colour and 
structure in this border near the terrace., »s 


surrounding green belt. Just outside the driveway gate is 

an expanse of common land freckled with mature trees, 
waving grassland and the odd pond. Andrew and Gavin 
have taken that as a starting point for the drive so that, with 
the help of loose planting (ferns and grasses) teamed with 
sharper hedges, you are gently ushered from nature into 
manicured garden. Andrew describes the garden as being 
“like a funnel: you enter at the narrowest point and from 
there it all widens out into a wide space where the habitat 

is preserved, but augmented”. 

From here you reach the heart of the garden. The original 
pond has been repaired, tweaked and opened up to form a 
clearing of still water that carries the reflection of one of the 
finest mature oak trees I have ever had the pleasure of 
meeting. With this as the epicentre, the garden spins off 
using a series of cleanly rendered walls, which serve to lead 
the visitor round the garden and also to act as impromptu 
frames for the ebullience of the planting. 

There is a path along the perimeter, past a copse of hazel, 
a double line of birch (both silver and river) and bold 
planting. There are stands of Persicaria x fennica, 
Chamaenerion angustifolium ‘AlbunY and commas of 
Deschampsia and fern. As you move from the deep shade the 
planting changes to drifts of salvia, achillea and Valeriana 
officinalis. Next is a capacious lawn (“a place where you [> 
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contemporary garden 


SN We I et 
Equisetum hyemale is a perfect 
plant to bring a bit of extra texture. 
to the edgeiof the wildlife pond. 


Se SRR ; 
av Marginal planting around the water lily 
pond includes Persicaria amplexicaulis 
‘Alba’ and Rodgersia aesculifolia. ‘ 


A profusion of Rudbeckia fulgida vi Do, 
sullivantii-Goldsturm’ and Miscanthus 
border the driveway, While an acer 

, provides autumn coloure ~ 
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> can kick a rugby ball without doing too much damage!”) 
with what Gavin and Andrew call a “fuzzy ending’, by which 
they mean a wide strip of longer grass with wild flowers, a big 
existing magnolia and a scattering of cornus. 

From there, it is a straight run past a vegetable garden 
with raised beds constructed from rusted steel, a long formal 
lawn guarded by a row of amelanchiers, and then on to a 
crisp terraced area by the house, perfectly placed to take in 
the views. The perambulation finishes on a deck hovering 
just above the surface of the pond — a perfect place to dangle 
your toes, watch the planting rustle in the breeze and the 
damselflies flit across the surface of the water. 

All good gardens should seduce: they should slowly 
beckon you onwards, promising you much but not revealing 
everything until the last possible moment. The use of hedges 
and walls as screens give you glimpses as you move through 
the garden, although the spaces and planting actually merge 
together. This is a seductive garden with many facets, each one 
crafted and well thought through. The planting impresses, but 
it is the skeleton that holds it all together. Maybe there is 
something to be said for partnerships after all? 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Design practice wmstudio.co.uk 
Email info@wmstudio.co.uk 


contemporary garden 
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In late summer, Aruncus dioicus ‘Zweiweltenkind’ 
and the rush Schoenoplectus lacustris subsp. 
“*tabernaemontani remain.interesting, particularly when 
“contrasted against the defined lines of the walls. 

= ¥ 


GARDEN PLAN 


1 House 9 Planting bed 
2 Drive 10 Main lawn 
3 Croquet lawn 11 Main border 
4 Entrance terrace 12 Tree walk 
5 Gravel garden 13 Meadow 
6 Pool terrace 14 Main terrace 
7 Dew pond 15 Vegetable garden 
8 Pond walk 
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DELIGHTFUL 


Nahlias 


Over the past few years dahlias have become increasingly 
popular, and rightfully so for few other plants 
offer the gardener such a variation in colour and form, 
flowering from July until the first frost in November. 
Here nurserywoman and dahlia expert, Helen Lewis, 
has designed three different colour combinations of dahlia 
with complementary perennials and grasses 


WORDS HELEN LEWIS PHOTOGRAPHS MAAYKE DE RIDDER 
MANY THANKS TO FERDINANDUSHOF NURSERY WHERE THE IMAGES WERE PHOTOGRAPHED 


planting ideas 


Wine and peach 
This selection of rich, wine-coloured dahlias is offset | 
Please note all combinations shown are designed to 


rfectly by the lighter peachy-pink flowers. See overleaf for ideas on suitable companions. 
planted in the ground but for the purposes of the shoot were shot in pots grouped together. 


1 Dahlia ‘Bishop of Auckland’ Easy to grow with single, maroon flowers and dark, green-bronze foliage. Height (H) 90cm. Flower Diameter (FD) 9cm. 
2 D. ‘Gypsy Night’ Pompom dahlia with a colour of a deep claret, ideal for cutting. H 90cm. FD 7cm. 3 D. ‘Préférence’ A semi-cactus variety, 
wonderful for bouquets, with beautiful apricot flowers. H 90cm. FD 12cm. 4 D. ‘Karma Naomi’ An impressive, sturdy dahlia, with eye-catching 
carmine-red colour flower heads. H 1.2m. FD 12cm. 5 D. Happy Single First Love (= ‘HS First Love’) Peachy tangerine flowers with a distinctive dark 
red ring in the centre and spectacular dark green-black foliage. Perfect for growing in a container. H 60cm. FD 8cm. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. ‘Hardiness ratings given where available. 


Wine and peach 


See previous page for details of dahlias 


COMPANION PLANTS 

1 Sphaeralcea incana 

Warm, coral-coloured flowers set off by soft 
grey-green foliage, a cheery combination that 
greets me in the summer every time | park my 
car. Choose a well-drained sunny spot. Our 
plants froze back to the ground in the winter 
of 2011-2012 with temperatures of -18°C yet 
grew back to a height of 1.25m. Spreads to 
approximately 1.2m, flowering endlessly 

from July until November. H 60cm-1.25m. 
Hardiness Rating (HR) USDA 4a-9b". 


2 Ageratina altissima 

An attractive upright perennial with dainty 
white flowers, ideal for cutting. Plant ina 
sunny place, not too dry. Flowers from 
August until October. 1 1-1.2m. 


3 Panicum virgatum ‘Squaw’ 

One of the most beautiful grasses to combine 
with asters, anemones and vernonias. Plant in 
full sun to achieve a gorgeous deep wine-red 
colour in September and October. Divide 
every three years in late spring to prevent it 
from flopping over in the late summer. 

H 1.2m. HR USDA 5a-9b. 


4 Gladiolus ‘Ruby’ (papilio hybrid) 

We were kindly given these elegant bulbs 
while visiting Hadspen Gardens many years 
ago. They are hardy and grow best in well- 
drained soil. Plant about 15cm deep in 

full sun. Stunning, ruby-coloured flowers 
from July until September. May require a 
winter mulch in very cold gardens. 

H 1.2m. HR USDA 8a-10b. 


5 Persicaria amplexicaulis ‘Crystal Beauty’ 
Anew cultivar bred by plantsman [and 
Helen's partner] Wilko Karmelk. It has larger 
white flowers than P amplexicaulis ‘Alba’ 
Flowers from July until November. Grows 
equally well in the sun or semi-shade. 1 1.4m. 


6 Agastache ‘Kolibri’ 

Bred in the Netherlands by nurseryman Brian 
Kabbes, this hardy agastache has a mass of 
delicate tangerine-apricot flowers, attractive 
to bees and butterflies. Plant in full sun, 
flowers from July until November. Spreads 

to about 60cm. Cut back in spring. 

H 70-80cem. HR USDA 7a-10a. 


planting ideas 
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Fireball 


Oranges, yellows, reds and limes combine 
with rich purples to dramatic effect. See 
overleaf for complementary dahlias 


COMPANION PLANTS 

1 Hedychium densiflorum 

One of the hardiest ornamental ginger 

lilies, these easy-growing rhizomes produce 
stems with lush green foliage and spiky, 
light orange flowers. Blooms from July to 
September. Grows to perfection in semi- 
shade but can also thrive in full sun. May 
require a winter mulch in very cold gardens. 
H 90cm. HR USDA 8b-10b. 


2 Salvia ‘Amistad’ 

This stunning new salvia from Argentina 
flowers endlessly from June until December. 
Vivid purple flowers with contrasting black 
calyces are set off against fresh green foliage. 
Container plants need to overwinter ina 
frost-free place, while plants in the ground 
benefit from a thick mulch applied in autumn. 
Plants are root hardy to about -10°C. Drought 
tolerant. H Im. HR USDA 8a-11. 


3 Echinacea purpurea ‘Green Jewel’ 

A beautiful cone-flower with lovely pale green 
flowers, attractive to butterflies. Bred in the 
Netherlands by plantsman Piet Oudolf, it 
combines perfectly with orange and purple. 
Plant in full sun. H 65cm. HR USDA 3b-9b. 


4 Pennisetum alopecuroides 

‘Cassian’s Choice’ 

Exceptional, fairly compact fountain grass 
with airy light brown flower bristles that turn 
a glorious golden-brown in autumn. Plant in 
asunny, well-drained place. Named after 
Cassian Schmidt from Hermannshof gardens 
in Germany. H 90cm. HR USDA 5a-9b. 


5 Crocosmia x crocosmioides ‘Fire King’ 
This mid-height, graceful cultivar has a 
relaxed, natural look that combines perfectly 
with low grasses, such as Stipa tenuissima. 
Plant in sunny, well-drained soil. Does well as 
a cut flower. Hardy. H 70cm. HR USDA 5a-9b. 


6 Helenium ‘Loysder Wieck’ 

Distinctive flowers with rolled orange petals 
resembling a mass of tiny spinning wheels. 
Grows best in a sunny position, deadheading 
will prolong flowering. Blooms from July until 
September. Attractive to bumble bees. 1 1m. 
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planting ideas 


Fireball 


See previous page for planting partners 


1 Dahlia ‘Gold Crown’ Robust, light orange semi-cactus dahlla. H 1.2m. /D 17cm. 2 D. ‘Viking’ Cardinal-red, pompom dahlia that makes a very 
delicate cut flower. 3 D. ‘Bishop of Llandaff’ A favourite British cultivar that dates from 1928 with carmine-red flower heads and a yellow heart. 
Glossy, dark green-black foliage. H 95cm. FD 10cm. AGM* 4 D. ‘My Love’ Creamy white cactus dahlia with fresh, green foliage. Makes an excellent 
cut flower. H 1.2m. FD 14cm. H 1m. FD 6cm. 5 D. ‘David Howard’ A decorative British cultivar introduced in 1965. Intense, double orange flower 
heads that look superb against contrasting dark green-black foliage. H 1m. FD 10cm. AGM. 


planting ideas 


Pretty in pink 


Dahlias in varying shades of pink create a romantic combination. See overleaf for companion plants 


1 Dahlia ‘Stolz von Berlin’ German cultivar from 1884. Graceful pink pompom. H 90cm. FD 6cm. 2 D. ‘Magenta Star’ Vibrant flower heads set off 
against distinctive dark green-black foliage. H 1.2m. FD 9cm. AGM. 3 D. ‘Shannon’ Impressive magenta-pink flower heads, ideal for the herbaceous 
border or a container. H 85cm. FD 11cm. 4 D. ‘Karma Prospero’ Graceful, pink dahlia, outside petals delicately streaked, heart fading to white, green 
foliage with contrasting purple stems. H Im. FD 11cm. 5 D. ‘Bristol Stripe’ With candy-stick pink and white stripe flowers, this large decorative dahlia 
is excellent for containers. H 1.1m. FD 15cm. 6 D. ‘Classic Giselle’ Perfect for combining with grasses and monardas. H 90cm. FD 10cm. 


Pretty in pink 

See previous page for complementary dahlias 
COMPANION PLANTS 

1 Echinacea purpurea ‘Virgin’ 

Probably one of the most beautiful white 


echinaceas. Plant in a sunny spot. 
H 70cm. HR USDA 3b-9b. 


2 Lobelia x speciosa ‘Hadspen Purple’ 

An upright and hardy lobelia with beautiful 
vivid purple flowers. Plant in full sun. Blooms 
from July until September. H 80cm. 


3 Sedum ‘Mr Goodbud’ 

Sedums are among the best plants for 
prolonging the season in the herbaceous 
border. To prevent flopping, pinch out the tops 
in June. Plant in a sunny spot. Flowers from 
August until October. H 50cm. AGM. 


4 Aster lateriflorus ‘Prince’ 

The smallest of the lateriflorus group and 
certainly one of the best. Extremely floriferous 
with dainty pink flowers and decorative dark 
foliage. Plant in full sun. Flowers September to 
November. 4 50cm. HR USDA 4a-9b. 


5 Phlox paniculata ‘Monica Lynden-Bell’ 

An easy-to-grow phlox; its combination of pale 
pink, scented flowers and dark lilac buds make 
this a must-have. Best in semi-shade. Flowers 
July until end of September. H 90cm. AGM. 


6 Salvia ‘Wendy’s Wish’ 

Gorgeous magenta flowers, this bushy sage 
flowers continuously from June until the first 
signs of frost. Drought tolerant. H 80cm. 


Dahlia cultivation notes 

For best results, start off tubers in two-litre 
pots. When 30cm high, plant in the garden or a 
larger container using humus-rich soil. Feed 
twice during the season (April-May and July- 
August) with an organic fertiliser. In sandy soil 
or aprotected garden, tubers may be left to 
overwinter. Plant at least 15cm deep and after 
the first frost, cut away foliage and flowers and 
protect with a thick layer of straw. On heavy 
clay and with container plants, it’s best to lift 
and overwinter the tubers in a frost-free place. 
No need to water and light levels aren't a 
problem. Plant outside the following April. 


READER OFFER 

For a special discount on four unique 
collections inspired by the combinations 
featured above, please turn to page 104. 


planting ideas 


Rosendal is a thriving biodynamic garden that is Stockholm’s ‘green living room’ 


WORDS JOJO TULLOH PHOTOGRAPHS PERNILLA BERGDAHL 
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1 Since its addition in 1998, the bakery has 
revolutionised the food at the café. 


2 The greenhouses are home to the shop and 
café and are a venue for events. 


3 Many locals have a favourite spot to sit in 
the garden and enjoy the passing seasons. 


4 The ancient orchard has 40 varieties of 
apple, many dating back to the 1860s. 


5 The nursery shop sells garden sundries 
including tools, seeds and plants. 


6 Harvest festival is the culmination of the 
children’s education programme. 


7 The pick-your-own garden sells flowers by 
weight, a great resource for city dwellers. 


8 As well as the productive areas the garden 
also has several ornamental borders. 


ROSENDALS TRADGARD 


LUM 17, OJURGANOEM STOCANOLM 
OACSTRAOGARD.SE 
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Since its inception, Rosendal has been imagined as a ‘workshop 
for life. Beauty, education, utility and creativity are entwined in 
every part of this thriving, not-for-profit foundation 


jurgarden is a royal island close to 

Stockholm’s city centre. It has several 
museums (including one devoted to Abba), 
a fun-fair, waterside trails, a forest, a castle 
and, most importantly for gardeners, an 
exceptional nursery, Rosendal (‘the rose 
valley’), with several hectares of beautifully 
tended gardens. Djurgarden is an oasis where 
Stockholmers can picnic, stroll, run and 
cycle. “It’s the green lungs of the city,” says 
Victoria Lange, Rosendal’s press officer. 

Rosendal is a biodynamic garden with a 
famous glasshouse café that was one of the 
inspirations for Petersham Nurseries in 
Richmond. I walk through a wood and 
across fields to reach the glasshouses that are 
home to the café and garden shops. The 
surrounding fields of flowers and vegetables 
are an idyllic backdrop, but there is so much 
more to this garden than its surface beauty. 

From 1861-1911 it was run as a teaching 
garden by the Swedish Horticultural Society. 
After that closed it rather lost its way, until in 
1982 two idealistic gardeners, Lars Krantz 
and Paul Borg, were asked to take it over. 
Since its inception, Rosendal has been 
imagined as a ‘workshop for life’ Beauty, 
education, utility and creativity are entwined 
in every part of this thriving, not-for-profit 
foundation, whether in the café, bakery, the 
shops selling produce grown or made on site, 
the organic vegetables grown for Stockholm’s 
top chefs, the links with art schools and local 
primary schools, or the horticultural trainees 
on placement at Rosendal. 

There are two head gardeners: one in 
charge of the edible side, ex-chef Niklas 
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Karlsson, and the other with a design 
background, Malin Skidld. Rosendal 
celebrated its 30th anniversary last year, and 
it is still brimming with energy. “This is a 
vital place,” says Victoria, “not a theme 

park but a living, changing place. We look 
at the past but are free to innovate.” 

Biodynamic gardening and sourdough 
baking (bread made with wild yeasts) may 
have gained popularity now, but Rosendal 
has been pioneering both for decades. Since 
2012 Rosendal has also sought to connect 
100 children each year from the poorer 
northern suburbs of Stockholm with this 
idyllic space by running an education 
programme that culminates in a harvest 
festival. It is a day when family and friends 
get to come along and find out what their 
children have been learning. On the day I 
visit an endearing group of five-year-olds are 
pushing miniature red wheelbarrows 
towards their greenhouse classroom. 

It’s not just children who can learn 
something here. One of Rosendal’s founding 
principles, alongside promoting biodynamic 
garden cultivation to the general public, is to 
be a place where people gather to exchange 
ideas. Once a year, seven of Stockholm’s top 
chefs come together with the Rosendal 
kitchen to cook a feast held in the open air. 
The Stockholm Byfest is designed to 
showcase the organic produce from the 
garden, and anyone can buy a ticket. A local 
Highland cow is roasted and the idea of 
terroir (food particular to the place you're 
in) is celebrated. It’s what Niklas calls 
‘horticultural gastronomy” He is adamant 


that “the work you do in the garden should 
inspire you in the kitchen”. 

We nibble broad bean shoots (they eat the 
plants before the beans develop) and I gaze in 
awe at the pristine carpet of mustards and 
greens in the polytunnel. Outside are beds of 
pak choi, chard and lettuce and another bed 
sown with green manure (dill and cumin) 
from which Niklas harvests dill crowns for 
pickles. It helps that he is a chef turned 
gardener so has experience, not to mention 
many contacts, in the world of gastronomy. 

This link with chefs is another thing that 
makes Rosendal unique. Mathias Dahlgren, 
one of Sweden’s most celebrated chefs, has a 
permanent plot here and he comes every 
Monday because “he likes to stand with his 
wellies in the mud”. Four times a year he 
brings his chefs along for a work day. 
Another restaurant, Gastrologik, harvests 
flowers and plants each week for use in their 
menu. The desire to understand nature and 
re-establish the connection between soil and 


plate is key to Rosendal’s philosophy. 


Turn over for four delicious recipes 
from the Rosendal garden café. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Stiftelsen Rosendals Tradgard, 
Rosendalsterrassen 12, 

115 21 Stockholm, Sweden. 

Tel +46 (0)854 58 12 70 

Website rosendalstradgard.se 

Open The garden, café and shops are open 
from llam all year except January. 


1 Verbena bonariensis and Pennisetum 


setaceum in a border leading to a greenhouse. 


2 Annuals and grasses on sale in the nursery. 


Plants are chosen to appeal to city gardeners. 


3 Educating growers is an important part of 
Rosendal’s ethos. 


4 Plan showing the parkland and growing 
areas of the garden. 


5 Borders are filled with easy-to-grow annuals: 
Nicotiana sylvestris, Cosmos and Tropaeolum. 


6 Mature chestnut trees adorn the parkland 
surrounding the gardens. 


7 Callistephus chinensis ‘Serenade Blue’ 
(China aster) and Persicaria amplexicaulis 
‘Firetail’ (red bistort firetail). 


8 The pergola makes the perfect spot 
for an outside feast. 


biodynamic garden 


Squash soup with 
fennel seeds and cumin 


SERVES 4 

¢ 100g red lentils 

* 600g Red Kuri (Hokkaido) squash 
*lonion 

* 3 cloves garlic 

¢ Yatbsp fennel seeds 

* 1tbsp cumin 

¢ 2tbsp butter or vegetable oil 

¢ 50ml white wine 

* 800ml vegetable or chicken stock 

* Salt and black pepper 

To garnish: A few croutons and a spoonful 
of creme fraiche per bowl. Scatter over 
calendula petals and fennel or dill fronds 


Boil the lentils until cooked. Peel the 
squash and cut into centimetre cubes. 
Chop the onion and garlic. 

Heat the butter or oil in a heavy- 
bottomed pan and gently fry the squash, 
onion, garlic, fennel seeds and cumin in 
oil or butter. Once the vegetables have 
softened add the wine and let it boil for a 
minute or two then add the stock. Simmer 
until squash is soft, about 35 minutes. 
Blend until smooth then add salt and 
pepper, mix in the cooked lentils and 
warm through. 

To make the bread croutons preheat 
oven to 180°C/350°F/Gas 4. Slice stale, dry 
bread thinly or cut in small dices. Put on 
an oven tray and toss in oil, salt and some 
herbs. Roast in the oven for about 20 
minutes until they turn crispy. 
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Carrot cake 


SERVES 8 

¢ 250ml vegetable oil 

* 300g sugar 

* 220g grated carrots 

*3 eggs 

* 200g plain flour 

* ltsp baking powder 

* ltsp bicarbonate of soda 

* Ytsp salt 

¢ 1¥4tsp ground cinnamon 

For icing: 

¢ 200g butter 

° 145g icing sugar 

* 200g cream cheese 

¢ 2tbsp vanilla sugar 

* Y2 organic lemon, juice and zest 
To garnish: calendula and marigold petals 


Preheat the oven to 180°C/350°F/Gas 4. 
Mix the oil and sugar. Add grated 

carrots and eggs. Mix and add the dry 
ingredients. Grease and line a baking tin, 
pour in the cake batter. Bake in the oven 
for about an hour. Test with a skewer — if it 
comes out clean the cake is cooked. Leave 
to cool completely. 

To make the icing, whisk the butter 
and icing sugar until fluffy. Add the cream 
cheese, vanilla sugar and lemon juice and 
zest and whip for a while longer. Spread 
on to the cooled cake. 


Late-summer sandwich 
Spread a slice of rye bread with whipped, 


salted butter and top with three or four 
slices of cooked and pickled Chioggia 
beetroot, three slices of tomato, a few 
slivers of red onion, a thin slice of 
cucumber and 50g of crumbled feta 
cheese. Arrange on chard leaves. 


* These recipes are from the bakery and 
kitchen at Rosendal, where they use 
biodynamic and organic produce to create 
savouries, bread, cakes and other products 
that reflect the season. During the growing 
season they use herbs and vegetables 
grown on site, although high demand means 
they must source the bulk of vegetables 
from organic farms nearby. 


biodynamic garden 
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Preheat the oven to 
180°C/350°F/Gas 4. Melt the 
butter in a bowl and let it cool 
a bit. Mix in the egg and dry 
ingredients to make the cake 
batter. Slice the apples, layer 


them in a greased baking dish 
* 1/4tbsp roasted sesame seeds then pour in the batter. Bake 
- 10 dessert apples for about one hour until the 

apples are soft and the batter 


is crispy on top. 
Serve with vanilla sauce, 
cream or ice cream. 


Wildflower meadows = 


- inspirational. 
eautiful 


instantly established. 


Lindum Wildflower. Turf 
is pre-grown with native 
wildflowers and grasses 
and rolls out with ease. 


01904 448675 - 


@lindumturf 


www.turf.co.uk 


lindum@turf.co.uk YK, 


Lindum 


taking grass a step further 


A range of beautiful hand crafted steel plant supports 
and obelisks designed to provide architectural structure 
within the garden whilst also complimenting and 
enhancing the plants features. 


Visit our website or telephone to 
request a brochure: 


www.artisanplantsupports.co.uk 
Email: info@artisanplantsupports.co.uk Tel: 01538 753128 
Woodside Farm, Clamgoose Lane Kingsley Moor, 
Staffordshire ST10 2EG 


READYHEDGE 


READY-SPACED, READY TO PLANT, READY WHEN YOU ARE. 


For more information, 


The Readyhedge range of 
instant hedging is unrivalled in 
the UK, produced to the highest 
standards and can be delivered 
just about anywhere to order. 


call today on 01386 750585 Email lindsay@readyhedge.com or visit www.readyhedge.com 
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Latest design news, design ideas, design sourcebook 
NEWS COMPILED BY ANNIE GATTI 


Award for urban park design 

This year’s Topos Landscape Award, hosted 
by the International Review of Landscape 
Architecture and Urban Design, has been 
given to the Rotterdam practice LOLA in 
recognition of its greening of urban public 
spaces. These include its Singelpark Leiden 
project, a continuous band of canalside 
planting that forms a unique urban park. 
The prize will be awarded at the Narrative 
of Landscape Symposium, which is open to 
the public, held in Lausanne, Switzerland 
7-9 October. archizoom-nls.epfl.ch 


LA would.transform the canalsides 
in the-Dutch city of Leiden into 


ISCAPE ARCHITECTS 
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THE ULTIMATE SUMMER RECIPE coLiEeTION 


veo 


Try5 
issues 


for £5 


Olive is the UK’s most stylish monthly 
food magazine packed with 80+ recipes, 
restaurants and food-inspired travel. 


oli 


Cook |Eat|Exp 


Just #2 at 


Why not enjoy 5 issues delivered direct 3 

to your door for just £5 - risk free! If you AN 

decide to cancel after your trial subscription co j 
after that, you won't pay anymore! 


cheap 
eats 


Janine§ : 2. “a Toulouse 


Relaxed recipes for when ( ) Try one of our quick and \ Get there before the 

you have friends over, or : > easy suppers. Tasty food is k ) 5 >> crowds with guides to the 

for a spare afternoon in ( ‘ )) possible even when you're / ! best restaurants, finest 

the kitchen. a J} short of time. = = food festivals and summer 
escapes. 


Subscribing is easy 


Order online at Or call the hotline on 


oO buysubscriptions.com/olive vat 0844 848 9747 


and enter code OLGIP914 and quote code OLGIP914 


You may cancel your subscription within two weeks of receiving your 4th issue and pay no more than £5. If you do not cancel within this time, your future issues will be charged by Direct Debit at £18.70 every 6 issues. The full UK annual subscription price for 13 issues: £50.70, 
Europe/Eire £62, rest of the world £81. This offer will close on the 31 October 2014 and is available for UK delivery addresses. Calls to 0844 848 9747 from a BT landline will cost no more than 5p per minute. Calls from mobiles and other providers may vary. 


ARABELLA LENNOX-BOYD 


MUSEUM PLAN BY 


Recognising new talent 

Sam Ovens, who grew up in Cornwall and studied 
garden design at Falmouth University, won RHS 
Young Designer of the Year at Tatton Park Flower 
Show this July for his restful, naturalistic garden, 
The Sky's the Limit. Two large seating platforms in 
western red cedar, one shaded by a Gleditsia 
triacanthos f. inermis ‘Sunburst} float above layered 
plantings of nectar-rich perennials and grasses. 
The slatted seats allows light to filter through to 
the plants below. Concrete stepping stones 
connect the platforms and crab apples provide 
shelter and food for wildlife. samovens.co.uk 


Statement pots 
Planted or unplanted, big Mediterranean- 
style pots add drama to even the smallest 
space. Clifton Nurseries online shop stocks 
a selection of easy-to-handle, fibreglass 
pots, including Mediterranean 2 Pot in 
terracotta finish (below left), 56cm high, 
44cm diameter, £144.95. clifton.co.uk 

For even more impact, Burford’s Olive Jar 
Planters (below right) are handmade using 
the heritage technique of moulding clay 
around a coiled rope. There's a choice of 
four glaze colours (cream, yellow, green and 
blue) and three heights (60cm, 70cm and 
130cm). From £230, allow up to three 
months to make. burford.co.uk 
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Open garden and pottery 
Ceramicist Mark de la Torre is opening his 
pottery and garden for Herefordshire Art 
Week, 6-14 September, where a selection 
of his richly textured hanging pots are for 
sale, from £110. Slab-built in stoneware 
clay, the pots can be hung flush to the wall 
as sculptural objects or planted up with 
small, clump-forming plants that like dry 
conditions, such as sempervivums and 


alpines. The Courtyard, Old Rectory, 
Stoke Lacy, Herefordshire HR7 4HH. 
llam-5pm. Tel 01432 820500. 


* V&A is hosting a study day 
with historians Gavin Stamp 
and Justine Hopkins that 
considers the careers and 
collaborations of Edwin 
Lutyens and Gertrude Jekyll. 
Saturday 6 September 
(1lam-4.30pm). Book at 
www.vam.ac.uk/whatson 

* GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 


editor Juliet Roberts is 
chairing a discussion with 
Luciano Giubbilei and Fergus 
Garrett on gardens, planting 
and design styles at the 
Maestri del Paesaggio — 
International Meeting of 

the Landscape and Garden 
in Bergamo, Italy on 21 
September. en.arketipos.org 


¢ Learn which trees and 
shrubs are best for wildlife 
at the one-day autumn 
workshop at the RSPB wildlife 
garden at Flatford, Suffolk, on 
21 September (l0am-4pm). 
To book a place call 01206 
391153. rspb.org.uk 

¢ The restored Wall Walk at 
Bolsover Castle, Derbyshire, 


best vegetables grown 
on the Western Front. 
Book now for a tour 
of the exhibition 

led by curator 
Russell Clark. 


Opens 24 September. ® 
gardenmuseum. org.uk 


Gardens and War 
The next exhibition at London's Garden 
Museum explores how planting and 
garden-making introduced beauty 

and normality in the most extreme 
places: in particular at the Front during 
WW1and in the trenches. Displays 
include Will's Cigarette cards 
collected by soldiers and a 
medal awarded for the 


offers views into the Fountain 
Garden, which has been 
replanted with over 5,000 
plants. The 17th-century 
garden room has also been 
restored. Open every day 
10am-6pm, 10am-5pm in 
October, and weekends only 
10am-4pm from 3 November. 
english-heritage.org.uk 
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R E DWO (@)D) The Stoneworks, 


HS® | Soci 
West Horrington, Wells, 
S [ ONE Somerset BAS 3EH Sharing the best in Gardening 


—— FOLLY & GARDEN —— O1749 O77 777 


Available in 5 back designs and 1, 2, 3 or 4 seater. 


Sher 


The Gatehouse and Tower 


www.redwoodstone.com Exclusive handcrafted wooden swing seats 


HSP GARDEN BUILDINGS LTD 


| Summerhouses, Gazebos, Arbours and Bespoke Structures 


DINE 
READ 
WORK 
RELAX 
ESCAPE 


3 Hampstead Court, Hampstead Avenue, Mildenhall, Suffolk, IP28 7AS, UK 
: www. hspgardenbuildings.com e: info@hspgardenbuildings.com t: +44 (0) 1638 583814 


1 Up and over 

In this garden, London- 
based designer Catherine 
Heatherington has used 
steel rather than wood to 
create a contemporary, 
asymmetrical pergola. The 
steel gives it a much cleaner 
and sharper look than wood 
and is also considerably 
stronger. This is especially 
useful when designing a 
simple cantilevered, 
structure, such as this one. 


>| 


Annie Guilfoyle is Director 
of Garden Design at KLC 
School of Design. She is 
also Garden Course 
Co-ordinator at West Dean 
College and runs her own 
garden design studio. 


PREM Sh RE 


Bespoke garden 
features 


Whether it’s a stunning sculpture or a handmade 


hurdle, a bespoke feature can transform your 
garden into an original and personal space 


WORDS ANNIE GUILFOYLE 
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ATHERINE HEATHERINGTON 


RDEN DESIGN: C 


MARIANNE MAJERUS / GA 


design ideas 
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WTHER, 4 JOE RODRI 


H DESIGN: ALISON CRO 


GARDEN DESIGN: ARNE MAYNARD, BENC 


3MARIANNE MAJERUS 


2 JULIET ROBERTS 


aving a feature made specifically for your 

garden may feel like an extravagance, but 

commissioning something unique and 
personal might not be as expensive as you think. 
And, if your garden is particularly small or 
awkwardly shaped, it may well be the best option. 

Sometimes it can be hard to find exactly what 

you want, especially when it comes to sourcing a 
perfect water feature or tracking down exactly the 
right furniture. Even standard structures, such as 
fencing and trellises, can become objects of beauty 
when commissioned from scratch. What I find 
particularly exciting about this approach, is that it 
not only gives you the chance to come up with an 


2 Rustic charm 
This gorgeous arbour over 
a bench in the RHS Garden 
Rosemoor shows how a 
simple bespoke piece can 
add real charm to a garden. 
By taking design elements 
from say an existing bench 
as your inspiration, you can 
commission a piece that 
blends beautifully with 

its surroundings. 


3 Stand out 


Bold and innovative designs, 
such as this bobbly bench by 
Alison Crowther, can be both 
ajoy both to look at and to sit 
on. Called Rip Tide, this was 
created out of unseasoned 
oak for Arne’s Maynard's 
2012 Chelsea show garden 
for Laurent-Perrier. 


4 Make your mark 
Miniature hurdles, such as 
these made from split 
chestnut at Great Dixter, are 
asimple way to give your 
garden a personal touch. 
They're practical too, keeping 
plants from flopping over and 
dogs off the border. You can 
even learn how to make your 
own at one of Great Dixter's 
regular workshops, see 
greatdixter.co.uk for details. 


original idea but you also have the opportunity to 


collaborate with craftsmen and designers. It can be 
extremely rewarding and J always learn so much 
from working closely with other specialists. 

For many people the most daunting aspect of 
commissioning a piece is finding the right person 
for the job. Some companies offer a bespoke option 
alongside their regular product range, but finding 
an individual craftsman is not as difficult as it 
sounds, especially as so many artists and craftsmen 
now have examples of their work online. The 
hardest part is narrowing your choice down. 

You could start by contacting the relevant craft or 
trade association for a list of approved members. [> 
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5 Outside art 


Apiece of original art can 
transform an ordinary garden 
wall into a magical gallery 
space. This glazed ceramic 
plaque, Magnolia Bough 

with Insects and Birds by Lucy 
Smith, makes a stunning 
statement, although even 
much smaller pieces can give 
your garden an individual feel. 


6 Sitting pretty 

A bespoke garden seat 

or bench is a practical way to 
add some individuality to your 
garden. This beautiful example 
from Devon-based furniture 
designer and sculptor Paul 
Anderson is called Throne with 
Blue Crowns and has been 
made out of the timber from 

a derelict barn roof. 


/ Forge ahead 

Iron railings or gates have a 
timeless appeal. These from 
Secret Gardens Furniture 
have a quirky individual look, 
but you could commission 
your own design from a local 
ist-blacksmith. Most 
blacksmiths can easily work 
from a simple sketch, 
although they will need to 
make a site visit to measure 


t+ 


ar 


up and discuss the brief. 


[> Garden and craft shows are another excellent 
way to discover artists, as are specialist magazines, 
such as Craft & Design (craftanddesign.net). Many 
artists and craftsmen now open their studios to the 
public on selected days and these offer an excellent 
opportunity to buy directly from the maker. 

Art and craft colleges are also brimming with 
fresh, new talent eager to land their first commission, 
so it’s worth contacting the head of department to 
get a recommendation of who to look out for and 
to check when degree shows are coming up. 

Once you've found a maker, don’t worry about 
not having a fully completed design to discuss. It 
is often better to start with a rough sketch or 


photographs of something similar, from which the 
design can develop. If you're commissioning a large 


item, then you should arrange to meet with the 
maker in your garden to discuss any problems, 
such as access and location. 

Of course, if you want something truly 
original, and affordable, you could always create 
your own feature. You'll find short courses and 
workshops at many colleges and gardens in making 
anything from a woven willow fence panel to a 
forged-iron plant support. The result may not be 


perfect, but it will be unique and personal to you. 


NEXT MONTH Garden studios and offices. 
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ideas 


ANO GIL 


¢ Decide on your budget before you start to look 
around. Prices can vary enormously. 

¢ Keep an eye out for local art and design 
college degree shows. These are an excellent 
way to discover up-and-coming artists, and 
purchase innovative work often at extremely 
reasonable prices. 

¢ Look out for garden shows where you'll find 
many craftsmen among the trade stands, and 
also pick up the leaflets from the show gardens, 
which will list details of feature suppliers. 


8 Water works 
Water has been used for 
thousands of years to provide 
an element of calm, and 
water features always look 
best when they've been 
made specifically for a 
garden, such as this one 
created by Andrew Ewing for 
a private London garden 
designed by Luciano 
Giubbilei. However, you 
should always enlist the 
services of a specialist water 
designer, as it can be 
surprisingly difficult to 

make water do exactly 

what you want. 


Useful resources 
The Crafts Council 
craftscouncil.org.uk 
Heritage Crafts Association 
heritagecrafts.org.uk 

West Dean College 
westdean.org.uk 


Designers and 
Suppliers 


alisoncrowther.com 
andrewewing.co.uk 
josweetingsculpture.com 
lucysmith.org.uk 
melissacole.co.uk 
paulandersonart.co.uk 
secretgardensfurniture.com 
tactilestudio.co.uk 


¢ Make up a mood board using images of the 


type of work you like. This will help when 
meeting with prospective makers. 

* Take lots of photos of the area in your garden 
where you want to build or place your feature. 

¢ Measure all relevant dimensions in your garden 
and also don't forget to measure points of 
access for delivery and installation purposes. 

¢ If you feel confident, consider making the piece 
yourself under the guidance of a specialist in 
their studio, or at an art college. 
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Eating & Living Gluten Free is a 

brand new magazine packed with 
delicious recipes for all occasions, 
expert advice and practical tips fora 
happy, healthy gluten free lifestyle 


INSIDE THIS ISSUE 


e Over 70 delicious recipes for 


breakfast, lunch, dinner, entertaining, 
snacks, home-made bread and bakes 


e Expert advice from dieticians and 


nutritional therapists 


e Practical tips on how to heal your gut 
e Your guide to eating out stress-free 
e Best buys, news, reviews and so 


much more... 


design sourcebook 


THE SHORT LIST 


Bulb planters 


Nine of the best long-handled tools for planting bulbs 


LIFETIME GUARANTEE CUT-AWAY HEAD HEAVY DUTY STEEL 
Bulb planter Long handle bulb planter Bulb planter 
£69.84, Bulldog £17.99, Darlac £20.80, Faithfull Tools 
01279 401572, bulldogtools.co.uk 01753 547790, darlac.com 01322 321415, faithfulltools.com 


| 


STAINLESS STEEL ERGONOMIC GRIP GOOD FOR TURF PLANTING 
Dobbies Select bulb planter Pro bulb auger Great Dixter bulb planter 
£18, Tesco Direct £35, NRG Tools £86, Sneeboer 
0800 323 4050, tesco.com/direct 01243 533566, gardenandplants.co.uk 01797 254047, greatdixtershop.co.uk 


TWIN BLADES RHS ENDORSED CARBON STEEL 
Double-handled bulb planter Long-handled bulb planter Tulip and daffodil bulb planter 
£54, DeWit £29.95, Burgon & Ball £44.99, DeWit 
01476 576541, www.garden-gear.co.uk 0114 233 8262, burgonandball.com 01344 578833, rhsplants.co.uk 


Claim your FREE issue 
of BBC Music Magazine 


"Op 
BI BIC THE WORDS DEST Tae i CLASSIGAL MUSIC MAG a oe | 


FULL BBC RADIO 3 & CLASSICAL MUSIC TV LISTINGS! See pls F 


Sal 


Here's a great 
mt 0 BN opportunity to 


WELCOME £0 isey sample an issue of 


Al 2W DAVIS f 4 i 2 a: D) 
: ey ieee, «the world’s best- 
i > vou to the world’s as -.” 
greatest aan festival Pry . ll ‘ | % | 
PROMS LISTINGS | a SC IN? ClaSSilCa 
See p34 ' ‘ , a mz, . 1 
———— — — | or ASIDE YOUR SPECIAL ISSUE) 
Elgar T sainticces | MUSIC Magazine — 


Violin Concerto eae Si oy ng ee ab 5 olut ely FREE! 


PLUS! FULL 


iri Harrison Birtwistle 
The Spirit of England Harrison Bisewit® 
caused panic at the Proms 
Beethoven 
Why the greatest symphonist 
found writing opera so difficult 


JNM 


JULY 2014 fAD 
IN 99.99 


CTION 


(= 
mload es 
| Cesare ©. 


your phone and 


#FriendsReunited -£3 tf 
sete [77 GF 


T 


Q | 
| 
Ss 


FEATURES We explore the lives and works 


THE LATEST NEWS The finest talent, the 
of classical music’s most important figures 


REVIEWS Which new discs should you buy? 
biggest events — read about it all every issue 
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Book reviews, reader offer, readers’ letters, crossword 


Soft pastel pinks and mauves predominate 

in the quintessentially. English Ladies Garden at 
Broughton Castle, Oxfordshire. One of the gardens 
explored in George Plumptre’s The English 


Country Housé Garden reviewed on page 98. 
+ 
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MARCUS HARPUR 


Book reviews 


COUNTRY HOUSE 


THE ENGLISH g 


THE ENGLISH 
COUNTRY HOUSE 
GARDEN 

by George Plumptre, 
Photographs by 
Marcus Harpur 


Frances Lincoln 
Publishers, £25 
ISBN 978-0711232990 


A wide-ranging exploration of 25 country 
house gardens, through their people, 


landscape and history. 


Reviewer Paula McWaters is a gardening writer and editor. 


Anyone who fears that the 
charms of the English country 
house garden lie firmly rooted in 
the past should turn straight to 
the final section of this richly 
illustrated book. 

Here can be found Tom 
Stuart-Smith’s Broughton 
Grange, described by Ursula 
Buchan as one of the ‘most 
imaginative and stimulating 
gardens of the past ten years, 
alongside Dan Pearson’s 
beguiling creation at The Old 
Rectory, Naunton. Both are fine, 
contemporary examples of the 
ambitious glories that can be 
achieved when a great designer 
is matched with an adventurous 
and suitably munificent client. 

Throughout history, the 
intrinsic significance — and 
global influence — of the English 
country house garden cannot be 
denied and the author examines 
both, taking an analytical 


Hidcote, Sissinghurst and Great 
Dixter — he divides the book into 
logical sections, exploring 
historical progression from the 
Renaissance to the present day; 
the ideals that typify the English 
country house garden and some 
of the personal creations that 
‘possess such a strong flavour of 
the people who made them. 
George Plumptre’s text is well 
researched and there is much to 
learn, even about gardens you 
might think you know well. 
There is personality too, as he 
explains the characters and the 
human stories behind these 
great gardens. The large format 
and Marcus Harpur’s excellent 
photographs make it hugely 
enjoyable to leaf through and 
key facts can be gleaned from 
the well thought-out captioning. 
Some features are described 
but not illustrated, which can 
be frustrating for the curious 


CLOSE UP 


GARDEN DESIGN 
CLOSE UP 
by Emma Reuss 


Thames & Hudson, £24.95 
ISBN 978-0500517512 


A beautiful, engaging book that travels to 
the world’s most interesting gardens to 
analyse why and how they are designed. 


Reviewer Lucy Masters is a garden writer and blogger. 


This pick-and-mix book has 
the absorbing, time warp 
quality of Pinterest. I finished 
reading about one garden and 
thought, Pll just quickly look 
at one more but 20 minutes 
and several gardens later I was 
still there. The book reviews 
100 different gardens and 
discusses why the design for 
each came about and how 
individual elements work 
within them. 

There are 500 photographs, 
large panoramic views with 
smaller pictures highlighting 
specific design elements. It has 
the look and feel of a coffee 
table book, yet it is much more 
interesting than that. There is 
an intimacy about the write-up 
for each garden that is 
incredibly appealing. 

They are stories about 
gardens as much as analysis of 
their design and it’s none the 


conceived by artist Robert 
Irwin, that requires one in every 
three leaves be removed to 
allow sufficient light to play 
across the water. Equally, I like 
the way the book includes 
everything from massive public 
realm gardens, such as the 
80-acre Keukenhof, right down 
to small, urban back gardens. 

This is not a how to design 
book, but it still has some very 
succinct, interesting and 
knowledgeable bits of design 
advice. I could never have 
imagined thinking anything 
positive about a pink-walled 
garden, but I was quite won over 
by the author’s explanations of 
Stuart Craine’s London garden, 
and now it seems perfectly 
acceptable and even clever. 

In the modern age where 
we want instant facts and 
gratification, this book is 
perfect. I have travelled the 


journey through 25 carefully reader, and I did notice some poorer for that. So you discover _—_ world, learned a lot and it has 
selected examples of the genre. typographical errors. But these a garden lost at a bridge game been totally engaging from start 
Springboarding with three he are small gripes for a book that by Omar Sharif, or the Central _ to finish. Honestly, I can’t see a 
feels are quintessential — Ican highly recommend. Garden at the Getty Center, reason not to buy this book. 
Book offer Book offer 


RRP £25 each. Reader offer price £23 including p&p. 
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RRP £24.95. Reader offer price £23.50 including p&p. 


oF 
CABBAGES 
AND 
KINGS 


F 


OF CABBAGES AND 
KINGS: THE HISTORY 
OF ALLOTMENTS 

by Caroline Foley 


Frances Lincoln, £20 
ISBN 978-0711234093 


A dig through a thousand years of history 
examining why allotments came into 
existence and those that fought for them. 


Reviewer Caroline Beck is a garden writer. 


The history of allotments is 
also the history of the ability 

of the poor to feed themselves. 
But although nearly a third of 
a million of us have one, 
thankfully we rarely need it to 
stop us from starving. But this is 
a relatively recent occurrence 
and in Caroline Foley’s well- 
researched book, she reaches 
back to 1066 to examine the 
roots of this uniquely British 
phenomenon. It’s stirring 

stuff. Violent spats between 
landowners and the landless 
poor erupt down through 
centuries — the Peasants’ Revolt 
of 1381; the rebellious ‘Levellers’ 
of 1649 squatting on private 
land, growing food and 
declaring ‘the land belongs to 
everyone’; the Chartists and the 
Peterloo Massacre of 1819; 


and reduce the burdensome 
poor rates’ and then became 
enshrined in legislation as a 
necessity and a right. 

The book shows the rapid, 
mass migration of the poor 
from the countryside to the 
cities throughout the 19th 
century, which led to the urban 
allotment, the haunt of miners 
and factory workers, land which 
later became so vital to feeding 
the nation during the Second 
World War. Then, in the era of 
cheap food, allotments were 
abandoned, the land snapped up 
by developers until we woke up 
in the 1990s and realised how 
much we still need them. 

Foley subtly illuminates the 
character of allotment holders 
who, even now, are born 
contrarians. After reading it I feel 


ROSIE SANDERS 


THE APPLE BOOK 


books 


THE APPLE BOOK 
by Rosie Sanders and 
Harry Baker 


Frances Lincoln, £22.50 
ISBN 9780711236035 


Beautiful botanical paintings are combined 
with useful descriptive text to provide a 
valuable introduction to British apples. 


Reviewer Christopher Stocks is garden writer and editor. 


Apples exert a curious, and 
oddly asymmetrical pull on the 
British psyche. Our climate is 
well-nigh perfect for growing 
them, and well over 2,000 British 
cultivars have been recorded. 
Industrial-scale agriculture has 
reduced the diversity of cultivars 
grown since the War, but more 
recently British apples have 
enjoyed a renaissance. 

Much of the credit must go 
to Common Ground, the quirky 
little charity that launched the 
first Apple Day in October 1990. 
Since then it has become one of 
the most popular weekends of 
the horticultural year, with 
apple-related events taking place 
around the country. Yet none of 
this history and enthusiasm is 
reflected where it actually 
matters, in our ever-expanding 


view. Her book, The English 
Apple, was published by 
Phaidon in 1988, and was 
hailed by Anna Pavord at the 
time as an ‘unparalleled’ an 
identification guide, largely 
thanks to Sanders’ pin-sharp 
and exquisitely detailed 
watercolours of the fruit. 

This new paperback edition, 
renamed The Apple Book and 
first published by Frances 
Lincoln in 2010, includes 22 new 
cultivars, bringing the total to 
144. Though less comprehensive 
than Joan Morgan’s superb 
New Book of Apples, it does 
cover most (though not all) 
of the commoner orchard or 
garden cultivars youre likely 
to come across. 

Rosie Sanders’ pictures are so 
fine it seems a shame for them to 


through to allotment legislation I know why. Allotment waiting supermarkets and ever- be jammed in a corner of the 
after the First World War to help _lists are longer than ever. While contracting greengrocers, where _ page by the descriptive text that 
returning servicemen feed you wait and plan your plot I youd think Britain only had two —_ accompanies them, useful 
themselves. These parcels ofland suggest you read this book. You or three cultivars. though this is, but if you can 
arose out of the state’s need to will never again underestimate Even before the first Apple overlook the rather busy design, 
keep the labouring poor how precious and precarious Day, the botanical artist Rosie this is an attractive introduction 
‘occupied, grateful and sober a stake in the land is. Sanders was challenging that to the joys of British apples. 
Book offer Book offer 


RRP £20. Reader offer price £18 including p&p. 


RRP £22.50. Reader offer price £21 including p&p. 
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teresa moller 


TERESA MOLLER: 
UNVEILING THE 
LANDSCAPE 

Edited by Claudia Pertuzé. 
Photographs by Chloe 
Humphreys 


Hatje Cantz, £94.38 
ISBN 978-3775736978 


Sumptuously illustrated book that explores 


how the natural landscape informs the work 


of Chilean landscape architect Teresa Moller. 


Reviewer Thomas Gooch is a landscape architect. 


This large format, lavishly 
illustrated and beautifully 
produced monograph provides 
a fascinating insight into the 
extraordinary work of Chilean 
landscape architect Teresa 
Moller. The forward, written 
by landscape designer Dan 
Pearson, gives a succinct account 
of Teresa’s sensitive yet ‘potent’ 
approach. This is followed 

by an essay entitled ‘landscape 
built as poetry, written by 
landscape commentator 
Jimena Martignoni, who 

gives further details of Teresa’s 
working method: first observing 
and understanding a site’s 
intrinsic beauty then 
responding with intelligence 
and a rare originality. 

The book looks at seven 
landscape projects, varying 
from a vast condominium 
complex to Teresa’s own 
woodland garden. Each entry 
has a short introduction, with 
an explanation of the site, the 
brief and the final design — with 
text in both English and Spanish 


— followed by a generous 
photographic essay. 

While some books on 
design seem intent on over 
stimulating the reader, Unveiling 
the Landscape encourages you 
to pause and look in detail at 
Teresa’s carefully considered 
approach. You might, for 
example, notice how the width 
of a step suggests the pace 
you would move through the 
landscape. I found it incredibly 
refreshing to read about a 
designer’s work without being 
told what to think. 

This is an inspiring and 
thought-provoking book, 
but one small criticism is that 
the quality of the images is 
somewhat patchy. Given the 
book’s cover price, some might 
feel short changed, but the 
dreamy originality of the work 
allowed me to overlook this. The 
book also shows the diversity 
of the Chilean landscape and 
I'm left inspired by the poetry 
of Teresa’s work, eager to know 
more and visit Chile myself. 


Book offer 


RRP £94.38. Reader offer price £90 including p&p. 
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Amazing images on the microscopic level offer an insight into 
the sex life of plants; plus the insects that help things along 


SEEDS 
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The BEE 


A Matured ffistery 


IN PRAISE OF 


BEES 


SEEDS: TIME CAPSULES 


OFFER 
OF LIFE PRICE 
£18 
by Rob Kesseler and 
Wolfgang Stuppy 
Papadakis, £20 
ISBN 978-1906506520 


Compact edition of the book that 
reveals the hidden beauty of seed. 


POLLEN: THE HIDDEN OFFER 
SEXUALITY OF FLOWERS PRICE 
by Rob Kesseler and 

Madeline Harley 

Papadakis, £20 

ISBN 978-1906506513 

Another compact edition from the 
series that mixes science and art. 


THE BEE: A NATURAL OFFER 
HISTORY ee 
by Noah Wilson-Rich 

Ivy Press, £19.99 

ISBN 978-1400852192 

A book that explores the evolution, 
anatomy, society and behaviour of 
this essential little workaholic. 


IN PRAISE OF BEES OFFER 
; ; PRICE 

by Elizabeth Birchall £23 

Quiller, £30 

ISBN 978-1846891922 


This cabinet of curiosities reveals 
the bee’s place in human society 
through myth, religion, politics, 
philosophy and folklore. 


Most featured books are available to readers at special 
rates. For details of book offers, arranged in association with 
EFC Bookshop, call 01872 562318 or go to 
gardensillustrated.com/shop 


Offers apply to the reviewed books as indicated. Other titles listed here, and 
mentioned in the magazine, are available to order via gardensillustrated.com/ 
shop. Alternatively, call 01872 562318 with your credit or debit card details, or 
send a cheque payable to GARDENS ILLUSTRATED to: GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 
Bookshop, PO Box 200, Falmouth, Cornwall TR11 4WJ. 

Free delivery within UK. Worldwide delivery available with p&p calculated per 
order, please call 01872 562318 for a quote. Immediate Media Company is the 
data controller under the Data Protection Act 1998. All book orders are subject 
to 28 days’ delivery and available while stocks last. 


SPECIALIST SUPPLIERS OF INSTANT 
HEDGES AND SPECIMEN TREES 


Professional Instant Hedge and Tree Installers, coupled 
with unrivalled customer satisfaction over 30 years. 


1.8 — 2m high Instant maturity 


We create tree landscapes and green screens to suit every garden and 
gardener, from individual trees and instant hedges to bespoke UK wide 
projects for designers, architects and property developers 


Our tree nursery is a comprehensive shop window of Specimen and 
Screening trees, Topiary and Instant Hedges. Practicality Brown are the 
sole supplier of the Elveden Instant Hedge — the only true Instant Hedge 


ms aig YS 
Beautiful topiary Trees for immediate impact Privacy and noise screening 


PRACTICALITY BROWN LTD 
Iver Stud, Swan Road, Iver, Bucks. SLO 9LA. 
Tel: 01753 652022 Fax: 01753 653007 Email: sales@pracbrown.co.uk 


Find more information at: www.pracbrown.co.uk 
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Letters 


Have your say — we'd like to hear your views, so please write to us at: 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, Immediate Media Ltd, Tower House, Fairfax 
Street, Bristol BS1 3BN, or email letters@gardensillustrated.com 


Star letter 


The flip side 


| read with great interest your article in the July issue How to employ a gardener [issue 211, p70]. 
But as both a jobbing gardener and cartoonist | felt | couldn’t leave it there. There are two 
sides to everything, as this [reduced] strip (below) will show you. 


MA Addison, Lincolnshire. 


“tne joe 
Pan oe mans 


wed like te 


Try ndt te say-. 


INSPIRATION 
True grit 

I want to say how 
much I enjoyed 
your feature on 


the new garden 
of Penelope 
Hobhouse [issue 210, p50]. Forty years ago, 
when I had just bought my first home, my 
mother gave me a book by Penelope. 

Being very young and stupid I put it to one 
side with a sigh and a wish for something more 
realistic and of value. But that well-chosen gift 
became my most cherished book. I have used 
all the advice and admired Penelope’s grit in 
creating gardens in windswept places. Please 
let us hear more of this great lady. 

Now | am the proud owner of a small 
garden in Provence and I’m sitting looking at 
my plants, knowing I must get up and water 
them all, before they disappear before my eyes. 
Oh, for some great British rain. 

Valerie Connolly, by email 


ROSE NURSERY 

Old romantics 

Ihave to write to say how much I enjoyed 
the article Creating Romance with Roses 
[issue 210, p46]. Both the feature and the 
photography were lovely. Thank you. 

If other readers love these old-fashioned roses 
as much as I do they might like to know about 
a beautiful nursery in the southwest of France: 
La Roseraie du Désert, Lieu dit ‘Panjas, 32290 
Bouzon Gellenave, France (frenchtearose.com). 

This nursery sells only old-fashioned roses 
and it sends them around the world to 
such diverse destinations as Japan, southern 
India, Italy, and Provence, where they are 
now apparently a must have. 

Its garden blew me away when I visited. 

It was so unexpected. 
Julia Durrant, Kent 


Correction 

In our July issue [214] we incorrectly identified the iris on 
page 80 as Iris laevigata ‘Richard Greaney’ It was in fact, 
Iris versicolor ‘Rowden Melody’ . 


WRITE TO US AND WIN 

The star letter wins a large heavy-duty oilskin carrier 
from Carrier Company (worth £58) perfect for carrying 
clippings, leaves, logs or soil around the garden. It’s also 
waterproof so can be used as a cover too. Find details 
of Carrier Company's range at carriercompany.co.uk 
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Employing a gardener for 
only part of the year means 
selling your gardener and 
your garden short 


Rob Jones, is 
director of The 
Garden Design 
Company Ltd 


The July issue of this magazine 
provided some useful guidance 
on the issues that can arise from 
using paid help in the garden. 

Finding reliable, skilled and 
knowledgeable help is not always 
easy. Low wages don't help to 
encourage people into the 
profession, and this problem is 
made worse by the fact that such 
work can often also be irregular 
and insecure. Many garden 
owners expect their highly skilled 
gardener to appear at Easter 
and then simply disappear 
once the nights draw in. 

In fact there is always work 
to do ina garden, at all times of 
the year. Even in the winter there 
are jobs, such as mulching, 
compost turning, disinfecting 
the greenhouse or re-pointing 
the terrace, and for gardens to 
look their best, it’s essential 
both gardener and client are 
willing to make the same 
long-term commitment. 

Employing someone all year 
doesn't just give your gardener 
security, it makes your life easier 
too. Not only will your gardener 
develop a better understanding 
of your garden's needs, but come 
spring you won't be frantically 
searching through Yellow Pages 
for reliable, skilled help to get 
your garden under control. 


+ What’s your view? Write to us 
by post or email (details above). 
We reserve the right to edit letters. 


BUYING BACK ISSUES OF 


PRINT VERSION 
You can buy printed 
issues of the 
magazine published 
up to 12 months 
ago: September 
2013 to August 2014 
issues are available. 


Lo Mee ACN vk ~ 
Great Dixter’s Kitcher Gatien: 


DIGITAL VERSION 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 
is available as a digital 
edition — search 
‘GARDENS ILLUSTRATED’ 
on the App Store, 
Google Play or 
Zinio.com 


CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 
Cost from £9.50 each (inc p&p). Subscriber 
discounts available — see below for details. 


TO ORDER CALL 
+44 1795 414721 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED PRINTED ISSUES ORDER FORM 
Complete the order form and send to: GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, Back Issues, 
PO Box 279, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 8DF. (You may photocopy this form.) 


would like to order copy/copies of issue(s). 
SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 
UK - £4.40 per copy UK - £5.50 per copy 
EU — £5.20 per copy LJ EU- £6.50 per copy 
Rest of world — £6 per copy L_| Rest of world — £7.50 per copy 
CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 
slipcase(s) 
NON-SUBSCRIBERS 
UK — £9.50 each 

EU — £8.50 each 


L_] EU - £10.75 each 
L_| Rest of world — £9.50 each L_| Rest of world — £12 each 


Postage & packaging is included in all prices. 


enclose a cheque/international money order made payable to 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED for & 


would like to pay by credit/debit card, please debit my card 
Visa LJ Mastercard L] Maestro L] 

a 

Expiry date L| |_| L | | Issue no. (Maestro only) L] _ 


0844 844 0253 


would like to order 
SUBSCRIBERS 
UK — £750 each 


SIE TALL Sane ee oer ner eee one Date ies ae seen 
Title Forename 

Surname 

Address 
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Crossword 


ACROSS 

1 Publicity... for a well-established 
plantlet ready for planting out (4) 

4 ‘Baby's breath’ which has sprays 
of small flowers, popular with flower 


DOWN 

2 Iceberg seen in the vegetable plot? (7) 
3 Evergreens with strong-scented white 
flowers — ie as grand arrangement (9) 
4 Develops a seedling into a mature 


arrangers (10) plant (5,2) 

9 Plant of Aster genus — at worst 5 Decorative kitchen garden pear got 
rotten, right inside (8) damaged (7) 

10 Lemons make edible gourds! (6) 6 Royal fern genus — twists damson 
11 Begonia roots, er, put in plant round top of urn (7) 


containers (6) 

12 Huge-leaved plant commonly 
called giant rhubarb (7) 

13 One who plots, like Dan Pearson! (8) 
14 Like the roots on the spider plant, double-flowering petunia (3) 

certain orchids, etc (6) 15 Hand-operated tilling machine — or 
17 Lateral shoot that roots to formanew aTV too, perhaps, right? (9) 

plant... to provide compensation? (6) 16 This late-cropping raspberry is 

20 Partly transplant a gorgeous a heavenly sign! (3) 


7 Have to hold top of lettuce to cut in two (5) 
8 ‘Shrub verbena’ genus in Atlanta, 
naturalised (7) 

13 Appropriately named series of a 


plantain genus (8) 18 Blooming ornate? (7) 
23 Parrot, it’s said, at festive occasion 19 Umbellifer aka ‘deadly carrot’ — 
for the milkwort genus (8) twisted as a pith (7) 


25 What variegated plants do whenthey 20 Biodegradable container for planting 
produce non-variegated shoots (6) directly in the soil (4,3) 

26 “It's the Judas tree genus!” Carol 21 lan, Uri modified one plant with 
initially cries out (6) grey-green leaves and yellow flowers (7) 
27 Long for large woody plant, a 22 Genus of ornamental plants in 


conifer (4,4) sunflower family Roger berated to 
28 Firethorn shrub an arty chap some extent (7) 
rearranged (10) 24 Evergreen with sword-like leaves and 


29 Unusual pear harvest (4) showy flower-spikes (5) 


SOLUTIONS TO THIS MONTH’S CROSSWORD WILL BE PRINTED NEXT MONTH 


AUGUST’S SOLUTIONS 

ACROSS 1 Rolled 4 Isatis 9 Myrtle 10 Marigold 11 Ulex 12 Hardy 14/13 Terminal bud 16 Durian 
18 Snails 20 Athyrium 22 Rot 23 Paler 24 Cold 25 Scallion 27 Lovage 28 Stings 29 Ostrya. 
DOWN 1 Royal fern 2 Latex 3 Erewhon 5 Sprayed 6 Tag 7 Salad 8 Umbrella plant 13 Borer 

15 Moist 17 Aquilegia 19 Sapling 21 Hurdles 22 Races 24 Cover 26 Lei. 
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Reader offers 


Dahlias make fantastic focal points and work well when grown as part of a combination. The vibrancy of colour and boldness of form means 
they need carefully chosen companions. We are delighted that dahlia expert Helen Lewis, of Ferdinandushof nursery, has created four unique 
collections that combine dahlias with complementary perennials and grass partners, inspired by the feature on page 68. Supplied by 
Ferdinandushof in the Netherlands, each collection is offered to readers at an excellent price and includes a 10% discount. 


SHANNON offer price £28.08 (normal price £31.20) 


Pot size Amount Total 
A Penstemon ‘Garnet’ 9cm 3 £720 £648 
B Aster lateriflorus ‘Prince’ 9cm 3 E720 £648 
C Dahlia ‘Shannon’ 2 litre 1 &*£80 £4.32 
D Stipa tenuissima ‘Pony Tails’ 9cm 3 &720 £648 
E Dahlia ‘Bishop of Auckland’ 2 litre 1 E4380 £4.32 


Total excluding p&p £ 28.08 


RUBY Offer price £33.12 (normal price £36.80) 


Pot size 
A Dahlia ‘Bishop of Auckland’ 2 litre 
B Pennisetum alopecuroides ‘Cassian’s Choice’ 9cm 
C Gladiolus ‘Ruby’ 9cm 
D Salvia x jamensis ‘Penelope’ 9cm 
E Sedum telephium ‘Karfunkelstein’ 9cm 


Total excluding p&p £ 36.80 
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MAAYKE DE RIDDER AND HELEN LEWIS. 
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HOW TO ORDER 


Please go to ferdinandushof-shop.nl and choose your selection from the border design packages. Use the code ‘SRDP14’ when prompted to 
gain your special price. You can also email info@ferdinandushof.nl or call +31 (0)115 482041 to place your order — again quoting the code. 
Offer is subject to availability - any out of stock plants will be replaced with a similar alternative. Prices quoted are correct at time of going to 
press. Actual prices may differ according to the exchange rate at time of ordering. P&P is charged as extra according to where you live (approx 
£19.45 to the Uk). Offer available to the UK, the Netherlands, France, Luxembourg, Denmark, Germany, Austria, Sweden and Belgium. 

Plants will be dispatched within a week of the order being placed. Valid until 31/10/2014. 


PREF! ERENCE offer price £34.56 (normal price £38.40) 


Pot size Amount Total 
A Salvia ‘Royal Bumble’ 9cm 3 £960 £8.64 
B Dahlia ‘Préférence’ 2 litre 1 &£80 £4.32 
C Panicum virgatum ‘Squaw’ llitre 3 &960 £8.64 
D Agastache ‘Kolibri’ 9cm 3 £720 £648 
E Aster ‘Blue Autumn’ 9cm 3 &#20 £648 


Total excluding p&p £ 38.40 


FIRST LOVE Offer price £25.92 (normal price £28.80) | 


Pot size 
A Agastache ‘Blackadder’ 9cm 5 E720 £648 
B Dahlia ‘David Howard’ 2 litre 1 E80 £4.32 
C Dahlia ‘Viking’ 2 litre 1 E480 £4.32 
D Stipa tenuissima ‘Pony Tails’ 9cm i) E720 £6.48 
E Dahlia Happy Single First Love (='HS First Love’) 2 litre 1 £80 £432 


Total excluding p&p £ 25.92 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Autumn 


nN colo 


As autumn approaches, make time to visit this collection of beautiful 
gardens, arboretums and nurseries at this vividly colourful time of year 


1 MARKS HALL 


colour here late September right through to November. With no best 
time to come, there is a constantly changing palette of colour, and for 
maximum enjoyment you need to keep coming back. 

ADDRESS Coggeshall, Essex CO6 1TG 

TEL 01376 563796 WEB markshall.org.uk 


2 BODENHAM ARBORETUM 


Award-winning arboretum, beautifully landscaped and set within the 
working farm that produces all the beef, pork and lamb for our daily 
carvery. Free entrance to restaurant, shop, plant and tree sales. Open 
throughout the year, 1lam-—5pm, please check the website. 

ADDRESS Wolverley, Kidderminster, Worcestershire DY11 5TB 
TELO1562 852444 WEB bodenham-arboretum.co.uk 


3 OSTERLEY PARK 


Osterley Park and House is one of the last surviving country estates in London. 
Open all year and only a short distance from the big city, don't miss the elegant 
flower gardens and vibrant colours of the ornamental vegetable garden. 
ADDRESS Jersey Road, Isleworth, London TW7 4RB 

TELO20 8232 5050 WEB nationaltrust.org.uk/osterley-park 


4 BINNY PLANTS 


One of Scotland’s top 
nurseries specialising in 
herbaceous plants including 
peonies, woodland and 
clay-tolerant plants. A good 
selection of ferns, grasses and 
shrubs also available. Mail 
order send out all across the 
British Isles and Europe. 


ADDRESS Binny Estate, 
Ecclesmachan, West Lothian 
EH52 6NL 

TEL 01506 858931 

WEB binnyplants.com 


5 PENSTHORPE NATURAL PARK 


Pensthorpe Natural Park contains 
three inspirational gardens, a 
stunning wild flower meadow and 
a beautiful lakeside environment. 
Whether you choose to enjoy the 
nature of the Wildlife Habitat 
Garden, absorb the beauty of Piet 
Oudolf’s Millennium Garden, or 
take a relaxing meander through 
the Wave Line and Wave gardens, 
Pensthorpe is able to offer 
unparalleled delights. 


ADDRESS Pensthorpe Natural Park, 
Fakenham, Norfolk NR21 OLN 

TEL 01328 851465 

WEB pensthorpe.com 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Autumn inspiration 


This collection brings you all you will need for your garden at this beautiful time of year. From garden 
buildings and ladders for picking autumn fruits, to hand-crafted pots and beautiful plant supports 


1 WHICHFORD POTTERY 


Decorated with a florally inspired quote from 

A Midsummer Night's Dream, this pot (23cm high 

x 40cm wide) is handmade in Warwickshire and 
guaranteed frostproof for ten years. Reader offer of 
free delivery (saving £29.50) to mainland UK. £57.50 
each or £99 for a pair (saving a further £16). Offer 
ends 30/09/14. T&Cs apply. Phone to order. 

TEL 01608 684416 WEB whichfordpottery.com 


2 LEANDER PLANT SUPPORTS 


Leander’s finely crafted Giant Rose Baskets are 
extremely sturdy and ideal for larger roses and 
shrubs, including floppy-headed hydrangeas, such as 
H. arborescens'Annabelle’. For these and many other 
beautiful and useful designs in rusted iron, all made 
in England, visit our website or phone for a brochure. 
TEL 01773 550495 WEB leanderplantsupports.co.uk 


3 CRANBORNE STONE 


As one of the UK's leading specialists in high- 
quality cast stone, Cranborne Stone has supplied 
some of the UK's finest gardens. Handmade in 
Dorset by our skilled craftsmen, our beautiful range 
of garden benches, planters, vases, fountains and 
balustrade suit all tastes and styles. 

TEL 01258 472685 WEB cranbornestone.com 


4 STAN FAIRBROTHER 


At Stan Fairbrother’s, the range and size of the 
product is limitless, because everything produced 

at the workshop is tailor-made to your exact 
requirements, whether it be a small covered garden 
seat for a spot of quiet reading, or a large gazebo, or 
summerhouse for entertaining and family gathering. 
TEL 01772 814274 WEB stanfairbrother.co.uk 


5 BRATTS LADDERS 


118 years of experience in manufacturing 
bespoke ladders in the UK. Bratts offer a wide 
range of traditional hand-crafted steps and 
ladders in various sizes, types and finishes. 
Contact Bratts Ladders with your requirements. 
TEL 01159 866 851 WEB brattsladders.com 


6 JUDITH HOBBS 


Individual, handmade pots that create a dramatic 
addition to contemporary gardens and interiors. 
All work is high fired thus very durable and can 
remain as a focal point in the garden throughout 
the year. Purchase direct from the website or call 
to discuss a particular commission. 

TEL 0117 9662140 WEB judithhobbs.com 


Marketplace 


To advertise call Sally Overton on 0117 314 7413 


ACCESSORIES 


BUILDINGS 


twenty twenty 


contemporary art and craft 


Indoors or‘outdoors, with room 
for two and mugs of tea... the 


dovetailgreenhouses.co.uk 
Call: 0121 311 2900 


perfect place'to...perch. 


PERCH \ 
BY HUGH ELLIOTT rs 
SIMPLE ASSEMBLY 


WITH TOOLS 
SUPPLIED , 


TWENTY TWENTY GALLERY 01952 727952 


OXFORD 
PLANTERS 


www.oxfordplanters.co.uk 


Specialist manufacturers of British 
handcrafted internal and external 
Planters and Furniture. 


Available in: Oak, Iroko or Accoya; 
painted in your choice of colour. 
We also offer a bespoke design 
and build service 
For more information 
email info@oxfordplanters.co.uk or 
call 01608 683022 
All products manufactured in the 
Cotswolds using sustainable timber. 


BOOKS GREENHOUSES 


LOOKING TO 
IBE PUBLISHED? 


SUBMISSIONS AND 
SAMPLES WELCOMED. 
ALL WORK CONSIDERED, 
NO AGENT REQUIRED. 


» AUST'N MACAULEY 


PUBLISHE 


CGC-33-01, 25 Canada Square 
Canary Wharf, London, E14 SLQ 
Tel: 0207 038 8212 
www.austinmacauley.com 
mail@austinmacauley.com 


Osprey Fabrications offer extensive 
services including design and 
manufacture of a more intricate 
nature to create truly bespoke garden 
metalwork and structures. 


07966066063 
ospreyfabrications.co.uk 


GREENHOUSES 


Top brand greenhouses at 
factory direct prices 


Blythe Park, Cresswell, 
Stoke-On-Trent ST11 9RD 


0800 083 9631 


for FREE brochure pack 
www.greenhousepeople.co.uk 


BUILDINGS 


Rustic timber gazebos, fencing, 
garden structures and more from 
our sustainably managed 
local woodlands. 


MALVERNCOPPICING.CO.UK 
TEL. 01684 574865 
MOB. 07946169123 


Visit our online 
directory at: 


gardensillustrated. 
com/ 
gardens-illustrated- 
product-directory 
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BULBS 


WWW.EUROBULBS(UK)LTD 


TOP QUALITY BULBS FOR SPRING FLOWERING 
5 Plicatus Warhem Snowdrop FREE with every £50 spent. 


50 100 500 1000 
Single Snowdrops £5 £9 £40 £70 
Double Snowdrops £9 £15 £70 125 
Elwessi Snowdrops £17 £28 
S Arnott Snowdrop £22.50 per10 
Atkinsii £25 per10 
Erythronium Pagdo £12 per10 
Erythronium Kondo £15 per10 
Erythronium White Beauty £17.50 per10 
Colchicum Water Lily Autumn Flowering Crocus £2.95 per3 
Colchicum Naked lady Autumn Flowering Crocus £2.95 per3 
Colchicum Sativus Autumn Flowering Crocus £2.95 per3 
DAFFODILS ALL 5 VARIETIES £11 PERSO £20 PER 100 
Sir Winston Churchill. Tahit . - Acropolis - Reggae - Pink Pride - 
Anemone Blue Shades £5.50 perso £9 per100 
Anemone Blanda White £6 perso £11 per100 
Nemorosa Wood Anemone £6 perso £11 per100 


LARGE FLOWERING CROCUS All £5 per50 £9 per100 £40 per500 
White, Blue, Yellow, Striped, Purple or Mixed Colours 


HELLOBORUS SOLD IN 9CM POTS £6.10 PER3 £17.95 PERS 
Orientalis Lady series Foetidus Argutifolus Niger 

Scilla Bright Blue £3.50 perso £6 per100 
Muscari_ Latifolium £4 perso £7 per100 
Muscari Armenicum (grape hyacinth)£4 per50 £7 per100 
Muscari Aucheri £6 perso £11 per100 
Fritillaria Meleagris (Snakeshead Lily)£9 per50 £17 per100 
Mix Colours Garden Hyacinths £20 per50 £35 per100 


Many more varieties on our website or call for a free cataloque 
Email: info@eurobulbs.co.uk 
All bulbs are flowering size, including the free gift. 
Delivery is just £3.50 uk mainland only. All other destinations please tel 

Cheque or card please with orders made payable to 

Eurobulbs 314 Smeeth Rd Marshland St James : 

Wisbech Cambs PE14 8EP Most cards accepted sf 
Tel 01945 430009 Fax 430303 
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BULBS 


BULBS NATIVE TO THE BRITISH ISLES 
OTHER BULBS & PLANTS FOR NATURALISING 


Bluebell H. non-scripta £18.50/100 
Daffodil N.pseudonarcissus £14.50/50 
Snakeshead Fritillary £18.50/100 
Snowdrop £12.50/50 

Wood Anemone £21.50/100 


All plants from cultivated stock. None taken from the wild. 
SAE for full list. £3.50 pp on orders under £35 


Shipton Bulbs, Dept TG, Felin, Henllan Amgoed, 
Whitland, Dyfed $A34 OSL. 


T. 01994 240125 E. admin@shiptonbulbs.co.uk 
Web: www.shiptonbulbs.co.uk 


Free bulb catalogue 
Gee Tee eer ar 
Tcl) Wholesale prices 


Friendly, knowledgeable 
staff 


x 


Add GI14 for 10% off 
www.gee-tee.co.uk 
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- Woodpecker Joinery (ux) 1a 


iN “Putting the wood 
back into Greenhouses” fe 


—_ 


Manufacturers of High Ouality 1 ee Hand Made 
Cedar Greenhouses, Garden Buildings and Coldframes. 


For more information 
Call: 01889 562 610 or Visit: woodpecker-joinery.co.uk 


Over 500 coastal, waterside, rural 
and dog-friendly holiday cottages 
throughout the South West. 


For special Bie and a free copy i our brochure 
call us on 01548 202020 or check out our website QUALITY 


ACCREDITED BEST SMALL UK 


www.toadhallcottages.co.uk AGENCY gee 


__ Tue Peniop 


Stair Rope Specialist 


Authorised Dealer and one of 
the country’s largest 
retailer. 


Tel: 01737 823053 G, A. ; DE IN S Call for FREE advice on 01962 892466 


Commerce House 4 High Street Nutfield Surrey RH1 4HQ 


www.stairropesdirect.com E-mail: info@periodflooring.com 


Buy online at www.mowwithus.com 


Helleborus ‘Harvington 
Double Apricot’ 
£6.99 each 


i 


(G7. NealeRichards tc 


Garden Design — Construction — _ Planting 


Surrey, Hampshire, Sussex and London. 
Visit our website to see further case studies, 


01483 893989 
enquiries@nrgardendesign.com 
www.nrgardendesign.com 


CLEARVIEW STOVES 


Britain’s leading manufacturer of clean burning wood stoves 


= wR woodbumning ¢ Stove x 


a eS ee 


STOCKISTS THROUGHOUT THE UK 


www.clearviewstoves.com Brochure Line: 01588 650 123 
Dinham House, Ludlow, Shropshire, SY8 1EJ. Tel: 01584 878 100 


h 
monkey oy Bespoke design and build 


treehouses, playhouses 


tree Nee and elevated platforms 


www,cheekymonkeytreehouses.co,uk 01403 732 452 


eet, OY 
¥ 


THE UN'S LEADING MANUFACTURER OF re 
GREENHOUSE HEATERS, -¢,rin 
THERMOSTATS & GROWLIGHTS Ne ne 


[Simply Control, a Tt 
Est 1982 ‘ } 4 | 


explanatory catalogue for professional and amateur growers alike. sai N87 NM NEA Mi 
Includes: @ Automated Watering Systems © Shading , re 
Hydrofoggers © Propagation ® Ventilation etc ¥ i ico ie 
CALL NOW! ceswours) OR FAX 01796 482111 ¢ Pity Pr fe 


PLEASE QUOTE 209SC WHEN PHONING 


OR SHOP ONLINE @ www.Simplycontrol co.uk 
Simply Control (209SC), 5 Sawmill Yard, Blair Atholl, PH18 STL 


cel Tic & FOREST 


MONMOUTH BENCH 
CARMARTHEN CLASSIC DELUXE 


At Celtic Forest We Create Aroard Winning & Beautiful Garden 
Furniture. Welsh Tradition, Forest Sustainability And High Quality 
Craftsmanship Are At The Heart Of Our Business. 


selected Oak Woods Are Handcrafted In Carmarthen In West Wales 
To Order, So Every Product Is Quite Unique To Each Customer. Our 
roorkshop also provides bespoke commissions upon request. 


Our Passion Is To Produce Furniture That Will Be Cherished By You 
And Your Family For Generations To Come. 
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GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


OCTOBER ISSUE 


* Designer Arne Maynard lets us in on 
his favourite historic tulips 
- A colourful, prairie-style garden 
in Eastern Germany 
* Dazzling dahlias in a Dutch garden 
* Celebrate Apple Day in style 
* The best autumn flowers 


oe aN oF AK. 


ON 26 SEPTEMBER 


Available as a digital edition — search ‘Gardens Illustrated’ on the App Store, 
Google Play or Zinio.com. Also in selected Waitrose, Sainsbury’s 
and Tesco stores, as well as WHSmith, and all good magazine retailers. 
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the writer's plot 


Branching out 


Frank's reluctance to give his trees a permanent home could be about to change 


WORDS FRANK RONAN ILLUSTRATION ANGELA HARDING 


here is something 

about planting 

woody stuff that 
makes me hesitate. The 
herbaceous can be chucked 
about with abandon, 
knowing that most serious 
mistakes can be rectified 
and forgotten, while a tree in 
the wrong place is going to 
annoy until one of you dies. 
When we came to this garden 
it was dark with unwise 
conifers and it took me two 
years to stump them all out 
and get the light in. Since 
then I have been reluctant 
to add anything of substance, 
relying on borrowed trees 
out on the common for 
background height. 

Meanwhile there is a mini 

forest accumulating on the 
shady side of the terrace; a 
kind of holding camp of trees 
and shrubs in pots. Some of 
them have been living like 


that for years. There is a weeping Cercidiphyllum and a nice glaucous 
pine (label long gone), both of which I’ve been changing my mind 
about where to plant for the best part of a decade. They get repotted 


regularly, but at some point they will have to be set free, which 
means me making a final decision on where they are to go. 


More recently the numbers were swelled by an influx of fruit 


trees, because when I was shopping for the fruit garden, with 
a specific list in my hand of what was needed, the unneeded 
sang to me from the rows, and it suddenly seemed 
ridiculous that we weren’t going to have a damson, or 
three, and there would surely be room somewhere for a 
quince and a med.lar, and the slippery slope was slid until 
the order was twice what was planted. And now, while 
the planned espaliers are happily fruiting in their allotted 
spaces, the asylum seekers are still in the queue for entry 
and are yet another blot on my conscience. 

Then someone gave me a sweet chestnut for a birthday 
present. There are few trees nicer than sweet chestnuts, with 
their spiralling trunks and shiny jagged leaves and firework 
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A tree in the wrong place is going to 
annoy until one of you dies 


flowers, but this is 
a small garden, not a 
rolling parkland, and I 
couldn’t imagine giving 
so much space to one 
very nice tree, so I decided 
to give it to someone else 
(the only danger of that 
being that I had forgotten 
who gave it to me), until 
it occurred to me that I 
might coppice it, thus 
keeping it to scale, and 
having my own supply 
of chestnut poles to boot. 
Of course that was more 
than a year ago and ’m 
still trying to decide the 
best place to plant a 
coppicing chestnut. 

But now things 
are coming to a head. 
We move to southern 
California in October 
and, while Pll be coming 
back as much as possible 
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to keep this garden going, 


it will inevitably become even more neglected than it is with me in 
full time residence. I cart be leaving the timed sprinkler on for 
months on end and trees in plastic pots will have a slim chance of 


survival with no one to mind them. It is time to get planting. 
Suddenly, perversely, it seems as though there aren’t enough trees to 


plant. I find myself looking up suppliers of trees ’'ve long hankered for 


and planning buying trips. Four different kinds of dogwood and an 
exquisite magnolia I saw this spring called “Margaret Heler Trees that I 
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had been content to look at in other people’s gardens, I want 
to have here, now. It seems crazy that I never got around to 
choosing and planting a decent scented white cherry. 
Strangely enough, as I go round looking at the garden, 
with the list of the trees waiting on the terrace in my head, 
it seems as though they will mostly end up where I first 
thought of planting them, and all that mind-changing 
and prevarication was for nothing. Except that now it has 
a kind of function, psychologically, binding me to the 
garden with things that will outstay my abandonment. 
There will be something solid to come home to. 
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From your very first contact with us you'll realise we are different. We are immensely proud of all our products, and know that, 
from the designs on the drawing board, throughout manufacturing to the finishing process, our products stand superior. 


For a brochure please call or click 


0800 783 8083 
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